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Decentring the Irish World: Contemporary and New 
Directions in Global Irish Studies  

Symposium 
 
 

Irish Studies is recognised as a discourse in a constant state of deconstruction and 

reconstruction. Its recent conceptualisation in a variety of international contexts has led 

to the detection of hidden codes of Irishness. This symposium is based on the perceived 

need to assess the state of Irish Studies beyond the borders of Europe and investigate 

some of the many directions in which the discipline is developing drawing on views of 

new and established researchers both Irish and non-Irish. The symposium aims to 

analyse the local and global challenges Irish Studies faces today and investigate new and 

recent critical trends within some of the key areas that constitute the field. It is the hope 

that these critical reflections will initiate further debate. The symposium proposes a new 

Irish Studies meta-narrative that transcends national context by bringing the local, 

regional and the global into critical propinquity.  

 

Associate Prof. Rania M Rafik Khalil 

Director - Research Centre for Irish Studies (RCIS) 

Faculty of Arts and Humanities 
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A Word from the Dean 

Faculty of Arts and Humanities 

 

Prof. Shadia Sobhy Fahim 

It is my pleasure to chair the 1st interdisciplinary symposium organised by the Research 

Centre for Irish Studies (RCIS), affiliated to the Faculty of Arts and Humanities at The 

British University in Egypt. Research is an integral element of the Faculty’s growth and 

key for its sustainability into the future. Keeping abreast with new research trends and 

collaborating with international partners means that we are able to compete with other 

research universities in the region and across continents. This symposium Decentring the 

Irish World: Contemporary and New Directions in Global Irish Studies brings the Faculty 

of Arts and Humanities at the British University in Egypt to the forefront. Irish Studies 

decentralised beyond Europe, creates an opportunity for original thought and puts us on 

equal footing with European and North American universities with an interest in Irish 

Studies as a discipline. We aim through this research event to explore areas that are 

untapped and which are bound to lead to the creation of new research areas. I would like 

to thank all those who supported us in bringing this symposium together and those who 

have shown interest in such a unique area of research. 

With my best wishes 

Shadia Fahim 
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Keynote Speech 
 

Something 'Nua-Ghaeilge' under the sun: towards a Global Irish Studies 

 
 

Prefacing his tour de force Modern Ireland in 1988, R.F. Foster impressed upon the reader the 
importance of understanding the modern Irish experience in terms of ‘varieties of Irishness’: 
‘Ireland was characterised by a fragmented polity: varieties of peoples defining their “Irishness” 
differently’. Addressing the fields of History, Language, Literature, and Memory Studies, this 
lecture offers a post-modern reading of Ireland and future directions of travel. Integral to the 
development of a truly global Irish Studies is the creation of a sustainable dialectic between Irish 
and non-Irish based scholars. Drawing on Irish Studies perspectives from Africa, Australasia, 
Europe, and the Americas, this lecture will explore multi-cultural approaches for the study of 
contemporary issues of citizenship, diaspora, ethnicity, and race. Decentring this discourse will 
open modern Ireland to new, global areas of scholarly inquiry. How can we make equitable the 
future study of modern Ireland, between the ‘global’ and the ‘local’? How can we make accessible 
the academic opportunities of Global Irish Studies? How can we make representative twenty-first 
century ‘varieties of Irishness’ across the world?  

  
         
Darragh Gannon 
 
Dr. Darragh Gannon, is Head of Irish Studies at University College Dublin, Vice President of the 
Global Irish Diaspora Congress, and O’Malley Residential Research Fellow at New York 
University. He has published widely on the Irish diaspora and the Irish Revolution, including 

Proclaiming a Republic: Ireland, 1916 and the National Collection (Irish Academic Press, 2016), 

Ireland 1922: independence, partition, civil war, with Fearghal McGarry (Royal Irish Academy, 

2021), and Conflict, Diaspora, and Empire: Irish nationalism in Great Britain, 1912-1922 
(Cambridge University Press, forthcoming 2022). He is currently completing a fourth book, entitled 
Worlds of Revolution: Ireland’s ‘global moment’, 1919-1923. 
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Plenary Talk 
 

Collaborative Entrepreneurship & Sustainability 
 

Prof. Haya Al-Dajani, Professor of Entrepreneurship 
Director, EMBA Signature Learning Experience 

Prince Mohammed Bin Salman College, Business & Entrepreneurship 
 
 
 

 
Prof. Haya Al Dajani 

 
 

Professor Haya Al-Dajani, is a Professor of Entrepreneurship and Director of the EMBA Signature 
Learning Experience at the Mohammed Bin Salman College for Business and Entrepreneurship 
(MBSC) in Saudi Arabia. She co-founded and co-chairs the international Gender and Enterprise 
Network (GEN) and its affiliate, the Middle East and North Africa Gender and Enterprise Network 
(MENAGEN). She is a member of several Editorial Boards of leading entrepreneurship journals, 
and an advisor to a number of entrepreneurship education, research and policy centres around 
the world. She has secured over two million GBPs in research funding from world leading 
international funding bodies, and her award-winning research focuses upon the intersectionality 
of gender, entrepreneurship and empowerment, and their collective impact on sustainable 
development. Prior to joining MBSC in 2019, Haya’s career included academic posts in the United 
Kingdom and the USA where she was a Senior Fulbright Scholar.   
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Anne Enright Translation Project in Arabic – EFACIS 

In collaboration with the Research Centre for Irish Studies (RCIS), Faculty of Arts and Humanities 
 

Ahlam Ahmed Mohamed Othman 
Department of English Language and Literature 

The British University in Egypt, Egypt 
 
Translation of literary works is a challenging endeavor, especially for undergraduate students who are still 
learning how to interpret literature and how to translate culturally specific terms using a variety of 
domestication and foreignisation strategies. To motivate students to translate fiction, The Research Centre 
for Irish Studies (RCIS) at the Faculty of Arts and Humanities suggested participation in the Anne Enright 
International Translation Project by the European Federation of Associations and Centres of Irish Studies 
(EFACIS). Degree Year Two students were enthusiastic to participate in the project not only because of its 
authenticity and international scope, but also because they found it quite relevant to their learning in the 
module Translation of Literary Texts Module and its intended learning outcomes. This presentation 
showcases the students’ learning experience and shares the challenges faced during the translation 
process and the strategies they used to overcome them.  
 
Keywords: Anne Enright, Translation, International Collaboration, Research Centres, Students Projects 
 
Ahlam Othman is an associate professor of English Language & Literature at the Faculty of Arts & 
Humanities, British University in Egypt. She has a Ph.D. in English Literature from Al-Azhar University and 
two MA degrees: one in English Literature from Al-Azhar University and the other in TEFL from the AUC. 
In addition, Dr. Othman has registered for another Ph.D. in Comparative Poetics. Dr. Othman’s research 
interests are English Literature, Comparative Literature, Literary Translation, and Interdisciplinary Studies. 
She has translated four volumes of poetry and a book on Comparative Poetics into English. In addition, she 
edited and participated in the translation of several books into Arabic. She is a member of the Egyptian 
Writers’ Union, a board member of the Egyptian Society of Comparative Literature, editor of Muqaranat, an 
annual journal and a reviewer for the National Center for Translation and a number of International Journals. 
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Contesting the Troubles of Partitions on the Diasporic Stage in 
 Anne Devlin’s After Easter and Hannah Khalil’s Plan D 

 
Amany El-Sawy 

English Department, Faculty of Education 
Alexandria University, Egypt 

 
Helena Lindholm Schulz and Juliane Hammer maintain that diaspora is a problematic term that concerns 
the dispersion of certain peoples in different countries around the world. The definition also demands the 
existence of “strong collective images of the homeland,” where displacement from this native land and the 
ongoing lack of it shape diasporic experiences (Schulz and Hammer 9). Although Hammer’s work is a 
valuable contribution to the scholarship on Palestinians in diaspora, her work will be applied to the Irish 
playwright Anne Devlin’s After Easter and Hannah Khalil’s Plan D. The different aspects of Palestinian 
identity, that Hammer highlights, will be taken into consideration in order to provide a comprehensive 
analysis of Irish and Palestinian diasporic experiences. Three particular categories will be signaled out: 
political identity, cultural identity, and religious identity. Drawing on Hammer’s discussions of the three 
aspects of Palestinian identity, I analyze how Khalil and Devlin create links with their ancestral homeland 
by formulating stories based on real-life experiences. Khalil’s Plan D, highlights the experiences of 
Palestinian families who lost their homes during the 1948 Nakba. Devlin’s After Easter directly addresses 
the colonial legacy as it manifests itself in modern Irish citizens living both at home and in exile. Its 
exploration of the Irish psyche confronts issues of consequence to the post-partition Irish communities of 
Northern Ireland and England. In doing so, her play examines the religious and historical legacies that haunt 
the modern Irishman. Both Khalil and Devlin contest the troubles of the partitions; accordingly, I use 
Hammer’s theoretical framework to contextualize how the two playwrights attempt to narrates the dreadful 
stories of partitions. Moreover, the paper will portray how Palestinians and Irish people are represented 
within those historical contexts, and in so doing, challenge the dominant colonial narrative. 
  
Keywords: Diaspora, Palestinian identity, Post-partition Irish communities, Colonial legacy 

 
 
Amany El-Sawy is an associate professor of English literature and the chairman of the English Department, 
Faculty of Education, Alexandria University. She is a playwright. Her doctoral dissertation was entitled 
"Violence and Cruelty in Sarah Kane's Theatre". She has presented her research papers in various 
conferences held in Spain, Chile, and the USA. She has a number of publications on gender studies, 
feminism, border studies, and postcolonial literature. Amongst her publications are Naomi Wallace's In The 
Heart of America: the Portrait of A Woman's Body as an Ideological Text," "Carnivalesque Border-
Crossings: The Fluidity of Identity in Marie Jones' A Night in November" and "Performativity of Gender in 
Marina Carr's Low in the Dark" Her latest papers are “The Tragic Incarceration and Martyrdom of Al-Hallaj: 
A Spiritual Passage From Suffering to Glorification” in Incarceration and Slavery in the Middle Ages and 
the Early Modern Age (2021), “Revolutionizing Scheherazade: Deconstructing the Exotic and Oppressed 
Muslim Odalisque in Mohja Kahf’s Poetry” in Memory, Voice, and Identity Muslim Women’s Writing from 
across the Middle East (2021), and “A Voice of Her Own: The Persistence of Muslim American Women in 
Rohina Malik’s Unveiled.” 
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The Trauma of Partition in Mourid Al-Barghouti’s Palestinian Poetry and Michael Longley’s Poetry of the 
Irish Trouble 

 
Asmaa Ahmed Youssef Moawad 

English Department, Faculty of Arts 
Alexandria University, Egypt 

 
The political and communal aspects of the partition have personal and psychological consequences, 
particularly when it comes to the splitting of both Ireland and Palestine. Violence, migration, and 
displacement shape these postcolonial societies. The paper elaborates how political geography shapes 
personal and collective histories, and seeks to examine existing conceptions of what shapes this partition. 
The colonial partitions in Ireland in the wake of World War I and Palestine at the end of World War II offers 
an extensive study of the social and cultural heritage of state divisions, where the trauma of partition 
constitutes political events up until today. This paper concentrates on the political and cultural legacies of 
partition in Ireland and Palestine in the poetries of the Irish and Palestinian poets, Michael Longley and 
Mourid Al-Barghouti. Both poets specify the issue of the partition to their countries, yet it works on a wider 
level that spreads to all nations. Partition becomes a universal crisis, not just for Irish people or Palestinians. 
Their poetries also entail national voices and involve cultural struggle. While Al-Barghouti refuses partition 
of Palestine and sees it as a kind of colonization, Longley sees that the conflict in Ireland is not explained 
as a story of partition, but rather a problem of sectarianism and communal border. He tries to find ways of 
reconciliation and acceptance to this problematic issue. Partition reflects an uneasy and problematic 
solution to a complex problem that had been existed for a long time between Anglo-Irish minority and 
Catholic majority and Muslim Palestinians and Jewish Israelis. I will illustrate how the nature of the colonial 
and postcolonial states form the construction of those minorities and majorities and the relationship between 
culture and the state. 
 
Keywords: Michael Longley, Trauma of Partition, Irish Trouble 
 

Asmaa Ahmed Youssef Moawad is a lecturer of English Literature. She got her M.A. and Ph.D. in English 
Literature, Faculty of Arts, Alexandria University. She earned an Educational Diploma from Alexandria 
University in 2010 and TEFL Course, Ministry of Defense, 2015. She worked at Taibah University from 
2013‒2014, ESP Center in Alexandria 2015‒2017, and Matrouh University from 2017 to 2020. Currently, 
she works at the Higher Institute of Languages (Egypt); she teaches Poetry, Criticism, Drama, and Novel. 
She also gives lectures in Humanities and World History at the University of Management and Technology, 
Virginia, USA. She has presented her research papers at various conferences in Egypt. Her publications 
include: The Years of Irish Troubles (1967-98) in the Poetry of Michael Longley (CDELT Journal, Ain Shams 
University Press, 2018), Creating Complex Borders within a Borderless World in Ephraim Sidon’s poetry 
and Renen Yezerski’s film The Invisible Enemy across the Wall (CDELT Journal, Ain Shams University 
Press, 2020). Recently, her paper “Traumatic Experience in the Poetry of Corona Virus Pandemic (Covid 
19)” has been published. Furthermore, she wrote a book chapter titled “Feminism & National Identity in 
Suad al-Sabah’s Poetry” Memory, Voice, and Identity Muslim Women’s Writing from across the Middle 
East. Ed, Feroza Jussawalla, Doaa Omran (Routledge, 2021). She is now working now on a book chapter 
in Albrech Classen’s Mis/Communication, Translation, and Community in Medieval Literature (Arizona 
University, 2021) as well as another book chapter in Douglas Vacoch’s Ecofeminism and World Literature 
(Routledge, 2021). 
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Truth in Fiction is Truth Infection: A Study of Emma Donoghue's Room 
 

Ahlam Ahmed Mohamed Othman 
Department of English Language and Literature 

The British University in Egypt, Egypt 
 
Inspired by the 2008 Austrian case of Josef Fritzl, who locked his daughter, Elisabeth, in a basement for 
24 years, raped her repeatedly and fathered her seven children, three of whom he imprisoned with her, 
Emma Donoghue's Room (2010) is told from the point of view of a five-year-old whose narrative creates 
three possible worlds: “of the fabula, of the characters within the fabula, and of the reader outside the 
fabula” (Eco, 1984 p. 264). The narrative is true on many levels: as a story, it is true of a possible fictional 
world the author purports to be actual. The critical reader receives this fictional world as actual by comparing 
it to a world of reference, or “semantic encyclopedia” in Eco's own terms. This world of reference is itself a 
possible world that is culturally constructed. Unless the reader knows about the world of LGBTQ, this 
fictional world will be missed out altogether. As an account of the LGBTQ characters’ suffering as a result 
of societal alienation, prejudice and violence, it is true of a possible private world imagined, believed and 
wished for. The present study aims at unraveling these hidden worlds in a novel the naïve reader receives 
as a five-year-old boy’s account of his confinement with his mother in Room and their subsequently 
successful escape to the outside world.  
 
Keywords: Irish-Canadian, Emma Donoghue, Fabula, Novel 
 
 
Ahlam Othman is an associate professor of English Language & Literature at the Faculty of Arts & 
Humanities, British University in Egypt. She has a Ph.D. in English Literature from Al-Azhar University and 
two MA degrees: one in English Literature from Al-Azhar University and the other in TEFL from the AUC. 
In addition, Dr. Othman has registered for another Ph.D. in Comparative Poetics. Dr. Othman’s research 
interests are English Literature, Comparative Literature, Literary Translation, and Interdisciplinary Studies. 
She has translated four volumes of poetry and a book on Comparative Poetics into English. In addition, she 
edited and participated in the translation of several books into Arabic. She is a member of the Egyptian 
Writers’ Union, a board member of the Egyptian Society of Comparative Literature, editor of Muqaranat, an 
annual journal and a reviewer for the National Center for Translation and a number of International Journals. 
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Building Bridges and Creating Opportunities through Teacher Development in Africa 

 
Amira Salama 

English Department, Nile University, Egypt  
Representative of AfricaELTA 

 
Africa ELTA is the Africa English language teachers’ association that has more than 20 affiliates in Africa 
and about 700 members in Africa and beyond. As a regional teachers’ association, Africa ELTA works to 
advance English language teaching in Africa and support African teachers to improve their pedagogical 
and research practices. Through the teacher development and mentoring activities within the association, 
Africa ELTA also aims to establish connections and start teacher initiatives with organizations for members 
inside and outside Africa to create a network of knowledge and a professional community of practice where 
teachers benefit and learn from each other. This presentation will highlight examples of teacher 
development efforts initiated by Africa ELTA in collaboration with international and local organizations to 
professionally support and mentor African teachers. Examples of these joint initiatives include taking part 
in a joint webinar that was moderated by an Africa ELTA member and organized by the Research Center 
for Irish Studies in Egypt to share some insights on Irish studies in Africa, supporting teachers to conduct 
classroom research, mentoring African female classroom teachers to learn conference presentation and 
proposal writing skills, in addition to other programs for developing affiliates’ work and creating opportunities 
for sharing knowledge with members and international partners and connections. The presentation will also 
share some new trends in cross-border teacher education research during the pandemic using examples 
of Africa ELTA teacher development programs to show the changes in teacher education, the importance 
of building bridges, and the need for expanding opportunities, particularly during a post-pandemic era. 
 
Keywords: AfricaELTA, Cross-border teacher education, Africa, AfricaTESOL 

 
 
Amira Salama is an academic English and research writing instructor at Nile University, Egypt. She has an 
MA in TESOL from the American University in Cairo with a research focus on teacher leadership and is 
currently pursuing her Ph.D. in linguistics. Amira is the current President of AfricaELTA. Her research and 
professional interests include teacher mentoring, ELT materials development, and teacher leadership. 
 
 

**** 
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Ireland and Egypt: First Literary Encounters 
 

Cameron Wachowich 
Centre for Medieval Studies 

University of Toronto, Canada 

 
Recent decades have seen a paradigm shift in the modern understanding of the medieval Irish literary 
imagination. Whereas vernacular texts of the Old and Middle Irish periods (600-900 and900-1200), and 
occasionally contemporaneous Hiberno-Latin writings, have historically been viewed as largely sui generis 
compositions based on traditions that predated the advent of Christianity in Ireland, in the last half century, 
scholars such as James Carney, Kim McCone and Brent Miles, among others, have demonstrated 
convincingly that medieval Irish writers had access to an extremely wide range of material: both sources 
inherited from the classical world and more recent writings brought from often distant corners of Europe. 
Irish intellectuals drew upon these sources to situate themselves in the wider scheme of history and to 
fashion a unique worldview. Indeed, Egypt loomed especially large in the medieval Irish literary imagination. 
Inspired by Elizabeth Boyle’s recent discussion of medieval Irish narratives of Babylonian history, I will bring 
together in this paper a range of texts either produced in or known to have been available in Ireland prior 
to the year 1200 in which Egypt and Egyptians figure. These include Latin works by Eusebius, Orosius and 
Isidore of Seville and the vernacular Saltar naRann, Scéla Alaxandair and Lebor Gabála Érenn. From these, 
I will offer an overview of the medieval Irish understanding of Egypt and Egyptian history. I will show that 
the Irish understanding of Egypt went well beyond what could be gleaned from the historical books of the 
Old Testament and reflected a detailed consideration of the land and its people. 
 
Keywords: Medieval Irish Narratives, Egypt, Old Testament 

 
 
Cameron Wachowich is currently a doctoral candidate at the Centre for Medieval Studies in the University 

of Toronto where he is working on a dissertation on the reception of Orosius’s Historiae adversus Paganos 

(‘Histories against the Pagans’, written c. 418) in medieval Ireland and Britain. He holds a BA from Toronto 

with a specialization in Celtic Studies and a minor in Near and Middle Eastern Civilizations, as well as MAs 

in Old and Middle Irish and Medieval Studies from NUI Galway and Toronto, respectively. Wachowich 

presented his work at international conferences held at UCLA, Glasgow, Maynooth, Harvard, Cork, Bangor 

and Cambridge, among others. He published articles in the Proceedings of the Harvard Celtic Colloquium, 

vol. 36(2017) and Quaestio Insularis, vol. 22 (forthcoming, 2022).  
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Gendered Discourses and Actor Representation in Eoin Colfer’s Artemis Fowl Series 
 

Dalia Hamed 
Department of Foreign Languages, Faculty of Education 

Tanta University, Egypt 
 
Captivating worldwide millions of teenagers and children and having enormous critical endorsement, 
Artemis Fowl series (2001-2012) is described by its Irish author Eoin Colfer as “Die Hard with fairies.” 
Artemis Fowl is an-eight book series of adventures and supernatural actions. The starring character, 
Artemis Fowl, is a twelve-year- old criminal mastermind. His primary goal is to pursue money, which makes 
him kidnap the fairy leader. This results in a continuing fight between two worlds: Artemis’s and the fairies’, 
or the human-fairy war. The Fowl adventures present many themes, of which gender- related actor 
representation inspires this research. This paper examines the 8-series child books via Corpus Linguistics 
apparatus. AntConc is a corpus analysis software utilized to generate wordlists of each book so that words 
with higher frequency may be investigated in their context of utterance via the concordance tool kit. The 
next step aims to detect the occurrence of search terms pertaining to gendered discourse and actor 
description. In this concern, the contributions presented by Tannen (1993, 1999), Edley (2001), Weatherall 
and Gallois (2003), Sunderland (2004), and Wetherell and Edley (2014) are considered in the detection of 
gendered language. Van Leeuwen’s taxonomy of social actor representation (1996, 2008) is also 
considered to detect actor descriptions. Key terms that are considered to be representatives of gender 
and/or actor representation are typed and processed via AntConc. Search results are examined in 
reference to the context of utterance. Accordingly, the 8-series adventure novels are linguistically analyzed 
so that the main themes, gender identity markers and actor representation may be uncovered. The study 
supports the discursive psychologists’ belief that gender is created and enhanced via discourse. The study 
is original in incorporating corpus linguistic toolkits, discursive psychology and discourse analysis to child 
Irish fantasy literature to expose the main themes, the gendered-identities negotiated and the features 
representing social actors. 
 
Keywords: Artemis Fowl Series, Corpus Linguistics, Gendered Discourse, Actor Representation 

 
 
Dalia Mohammed Hamed is an Associate Professor of Linguistics in the Department of Foreign Languages 
(English), Faculty of Education, Tanta University, Egypt. She is interested in Critical Discourse Analysis, 
Stylistics, Pragmatics, Cognitive Linguistics and Corpus Linguistics. Her M.A. is a Pragmatics-based 
stylistic analysis of dramatic discourse. Her Ph.D. is a comparative analysis of legal discourses in American 
and Egyptian legal institutions. She has completed thirteen training programs at The International Center 
for Faculty and Leadership Development in Tanta University. Her research interests revolve around trans-
disciplinarity so that Linguistics may be integrated with other disciplines to render a more comprehensive 
analysis. 
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Irish and Palestinian Comparative Partitions: The Poems of Heaney and Darwish as a Case Study 

 
Doaa Omran 

University of New Mexico, USA 
 
Irish and Palestinian partitions took place in the first few years of the twentieth century; the partition of 
Ireland was the process by which the United Kingdom divided Ireland in 1921 into two self-governing 
polities: Northern Ireland and Southern Ireland. Similarly, the British Mandate of Palestine (1923) was part 
of the Partitioning of the Ottoman Empire following World War I. The Mandate reaffirmed the 1917 British 
commitment to the Balfour Declaration, for the establishment in Palestine of a "National Home" for the 
Jewish people. The eventual result was the partition of Palestine in 1948 to Arab and Jewish states. The 
comparative partitions were studied in Joe Cleary groundbreaking Literature, Partition and the Nation-State: 
Culture and Conflict in Ireland, Israel and Palestine. Building on and departing from Cleary’s study, I 
illustrate here how Irish Seamus Heaney (1939 –2013) and the Palestinian Mahmoud Darwish (1942–2008) 
are the two contemporary poets whose verse can be read comparatively; their poetry is illustrative of the 
traumatic experiences their countries suffered from the throes of the British colonizer resulting in the 
partitions of their respective lands. For example, both poets make interesting connections between their 
mothers and their mother land. In “Clearances IV” Heaney reminisces over his mother introducing through 
their intimate relationship an ugly contrast with the political situation. Mahmoud Darwish’s “I Long for my 
Mother’s Bread” is also a compelling comparative parallel. Moreover, in a poem titled “Whatever You Say 
Say Nothing,” Seamus Heaney explores the sensitive political issues between Catholics and Protestants in 
Northern Ireland. Similarly, Darwish explores the tensions between the Jews and the Muslims in his “Identity 
Card.” Love and the political tensions become intermingled as we read in Heaney's “The Skunk” and in 
Darwish’s “Rita and the Gun.” Darwish explores how the political (colonisation) and the personal (love) 
becomes intermingled. 
 
Keywords: Partition, Irish, Palestinian, Mahmoud Darwish, Seamus Heaney 
 
 
Doaa Omran is a lecturer of English at the University of New Mexico. Her research interests include post-
colonial theory, feminism, and the Middle Ages. She did her master’s and PhD at the University of New 
Mexico. She wrote her dissertation titled Female Hero Mega-Archetypes in the Medieval European 
Romance (2019) on Quranic and Biblical female characters as mega-archetypes in Medieval literature 
which is currently working on turning into a monograph. She is the co-editor of Memory, Voice, and Identity: 
Muslim Women’s Writing from across the Middle East (Routledge 2021) and Muslim Women’s Writing from 
across South and Southeast Asia (Routledge 2022). She was also invited by Women Studies: an 
Interdisciplinary Journal to be Guest co-editor of the special issue Muslim Women Speaking Persistently. 
She is currently a visiting lecturer at the University of New Mexico. She received her BA in English language 
and literature at Alexandria University, Egypt. Her awards include: a Fulbright Scholarship (2007), the 
Women of Color award at UNM (2012), Dean of Graduate Studies Dissertation Award (2016) and first place 
in the Larry Morris Memorial Scholarship (2018). , 
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Comparative Partitions 
Feroza Jussawalla  

University of New Mexico, USA 
 

 
September 2023, marks the ending of the “Decade of Centenaries,” celebration held by the government of 
Ireland to commemorate, the decade-long fight for the independence of Ireland, from January 1920, to 
September 1923. It seems that while most partitions were “settled,” if we can say so, fairly quickly, with 
repercussions felt long after and continuing, it took Ireland a decade to get to complete the process of 
partition. The impact of Irish partition was felt in several other geopolitical areas, with India being perhaps 
the most prominent and violent partition. The end of Empire in a previously colonized country was usually 
marked by partitions. The British left several such partitions in their wake. Ireland was the first domino to 
fall and to set the example and stage for India, Palestine and others. Colonized in the sixteenth century, 
just like India, nationalist feelings and ideas had been simmering and bubbling for a long time in Ireland. All 
through the Victorian period, we see writers mentioning the question of Home Rule and the questioning of 
Victoria’s attitudes towards Ireland and the famine. Irish nationalism and the partition of Ireland sets the 
stage for other nationalisms. At this time of a century since Irish partition, May 3 1921, it is good to look at 
comparative partitions, in an effort to “decenter” the center. Britain and the British Isles in general are often 
seen as the center of the civilized world, and the peripheries of empire, India, the Middle East etc., as the 
margins. Comparing how other partitions affected peoples globally helps to “decenter,” the notion of the 
“center.” In this paper, I will trace the history of Irish partition, from James Joyce’s Portrait of the Artist as a 
Young Man to Michael Hughes’ Country and most recently the academy award nominated film Belfast. 
 
Keywords: Decade of Centenaries, Irish Partition, James Joyce, Michael Hughes, Film Belfast. 
 
 
 
Feroza Jussawalla, is Professor Emerita at the University of New Mexico, where she won the Alumni 
Teaching Award in 2014. Her undergraduate is from Osmania University, Hyderabad India, and her Masters 
and Ph.D are from the University of Utah, in Salt Lake City, Utah. She taught at the University of Texas at 
El Paso from 1980-2001 and at the University of New Mexico from 2001-2021. She is the author and co-
editor of several books, primarily on Postcolonial Literatures: Family Quarrels: Towards a Criticism of Indian 
Writing in English, Peter Lang 1984, Interviews with Writers of the Postcolonial World (Mississippi:1997), 
Conversations with V.S. Naipaul, (Mississippi 1999), and Emerging South Asian Women’s Writing, (Peter 
Lang, 2017). Most recently she has co-edited, Memory, Voice and Identity: Muslim Women’s Writing from 
Across the Middle East) Routledge, 2020. Forthcoming, also from Routledge, is Muslim Women’s Writing, 
from South and South East Asia. She has thirty plus book chapters and articles, and several poems 
published separately. Her additional specialization is in D.H. Lawrence. Her collection of poems is Chiffon 
Saris 2003. 
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Promoting Positive Mental Health, Wellbeing & Recovery 
 

Finola Colgan  
Development Officer, Mental Health Ireland, Ireland 

 

 
Mental Health Ireland who is the longest established mental health charity in Ireland. Throughout its history 
it has played a central role in reshaping how the Irish public understand mental health issues. Since its 
establishment in 1966, it has been front and centre in promoting positive mental health, supporting people 
with lived experience of mental health challenges in their recovery and bringing practical expression to 
national policy. This presentation will include introducing participants to the Five Ways to Wellbeing. It is an 
evidenced base strategy that promotes practical simple actions that participants can take away to practice 
each day to maintain or improve their mental health and wellbeing. These area Connect, Be Active, Take 
Notice, Keep Learning and Give. 
. 
Keywords: Mental Health Ireland, Five Ways to Wellbeing 
 
 
Finola Colgan B.A. LL. B. LL.M Higher Diploma in Education, PG Cert in Workplace Health Promotion is a 
Development Officer for Mental Health Ireland's Regional Office in the Midlands and North East of Ireland. 
Finola has a strong background in mental health promotion and community development work. A key role 
of the Development Officer's post is the development of bespoke Mental Health Promotion Workshop 
content such as "Mental Health and Wellbeing in the Workplace" its promotion and delivery in community 
and workplace settings. Finola was a member of the coproduction team that produced a unique Family 
Carersand Mental Health, Five-Week Programme and associated participant's work book, Alcohol and 
Mental Health workshop Finola is currently on the co-production team for the organisation's National 
Volunteer Strategy. Finola represented MHI on Mental Health Europe's Alternative report to the EU on the 
UNCPWD and is a member of the new established EU Erasmus +Farming Resilience, inter European 
Research Programme on Farmers and Mental Health. Finola regularly contribute articles on mental health 
and wellbeing to local, regional national publications. 
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Strategies for Positive Mental Health and Wellbeing 
 

Finola Colgan  
Development Officer, Mental Health Ireland, Ireland 

 

 
“Mental health describes how we think and feel about ourselves and our relationship to others, and how we 
interpret events in everyday life. It also relates to our ability to cope with change, transition and significant 
life events, and to understand how to deal with the stresses that often come our way’’ (Department of Health, 
- Ireland 2020) .This workshop will guide participants to reflect on this definition of mental health and explore 
it as a holistic approach to mental and physical health. This session places a strong emphasis on self-care. 
Participants will be provided with a Certificate of Participation. The aim of the session is to equip participants 
with the knowledge and attitudes necessary to understand, foster and enhance their mental health and 
wellbeing.  
 
At the end of this workshop participants will have: 

• Explored your understanding of mental health and wellbeing, 

• Considered the relationship between physical and mental health, 

• Explored how you might have a conversation about mental health, 

• Learned about the risk and protective factors for mental health, 

• Identified practical supports and resource to enhance and maintain your mental health and 
wellbeing, and 

• Been provided with resource materials for use after the workshop. 
. 
Keywords: Mental Health, Self-care, Wellbeing 
 
 
Finola Colgan is a Development Officer for Mental Health Ireland's Regional Office in the Midlands and 
North East of Ireland. Finola has a strong background in mental health promotion and community 
development work. A key role of the Development Officer's post is the development of bespoke Mental 
Health Promotion Workshop content such as "Mental Health and Wellbeing in the Workplace" its promotion 
and delivery in community and workplace settings. Finola was a member of the coproduction team that 
produced a unique Family Carers and Mental Health, Five-Week Programme and associated participant's 
work book, Alcohol and Mental Health workshop Finola is currently on the co-production team for the 
organisation's National Volunteer Strategy. Finola represented MHI on Mental Health Europe's Alternative 
report to the EU on the UNCPWD and is a member of the new established EU Erasmus +Farming 
Resilience, inter European Research Programme on Farmers and Mental Health. Finola regularly 
contribute articles on mental health and wellbeing to local, regional national publications. 
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New Directions in the Nineteenth Century Irish Language Revival Movement:  

The Borderless Media Space 
 

Fiona Lyons 
School of Irish, Celtic Studies and Folklore 

University College Dublin, Ireland 

Irish language scholars and Irish Studies scholars are beginning to look beyond studies of domestic/native 
Irish language sources, focusing instead on new/global narratives that transcends the national context into 
the global when analysing the nineteenth century Irish language revival movement. To date, there have not 
been substantial studies which use the media as a lens to study the Irish language revival movement as a 
transatlantic venture. By focusing on the role of the print media forum in the creation/promotion of a 
transformed language community in a transnational context, it demonstrates that the pre-revival movement 
in the United States both sowed the ideological/methodological seeds of the Revival, and that these seeds 
can now be identified through writing practices in Irish-American print media. This paper will therefore 
argue, that we can no longer study the Irish language revival movement as a domestic event and that we 
must now look to the borderless transatlantic print media sphere of the nineteenth century to get a clearer 
picture of this now recognised transatlantic movement. The Irish-American press c.1870-1890 and the Irish 
language community in the United States at this time aided in the conceptual/contextual success of the 
language revival in Ireland. The media facilitated a means by which the Irish language community in the 
US could interact with the language and express ideas for its cultivation/revival. It similarly gave the Irish 
immigrants the opportunity to negotiate the necessities/particulars needed for a successful transatlantic 
revival movement. This paper will suggest a more complex/definitive pattern of involvement amongst the 
emigrant Irish speaking community in the United States, and will similarly show how they aided in the 
development of new societal structures and the creation of new pathways for cultural activism in Ireland.  

Keywords: Irish-American print Media, Emigrant Irish Speaking Community in the United States, Cultural 
Activism 

 
Dr. Fiona Lyons is an occasional lecturer in the School of Irish, Celtic Studies and Folklore, UCD, and an 
Irish language tutor in Fiontar agus Scoil na Gaeilge, DCU. Fiona successfully defended her PhD thesis in 
December 2021 entitled ‘“Thall agus Abhus”: Irish Language Revival Media and the Transatlantic Influence 
1857-1897’. This research identified the role of Irish-American media fora and cultural organisations in the 
Irish language revival movement on a transatlantic basis. Questions, factors, ideologies and motivations 
which shaped decisions regarding the usage of Irish in the Irish-American journalistic forum were analysed 
and also compared on a transatlantic basis. Fiona is also currently a research assistant on there search 
project ‘Youth Engagement in European Language Preservation, 1900-2020’, which focuses on the Irish, 
Welsh and Catalan languages. This project is funded by the European Research Council and is based in 
the School of Irish, Celtic Studies and Folklore, UCD.   
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Workshop 

Mental Health Workshop for Future Leaders and Managers 
 

Finola Colgan  
Development Officer, Mental Health Ireland, Ireland 

 

 
According to the World Health Organisation, there are currently 450 million people in the world experiencing 
mental health difficulties. It directly impacts on workplaces the world over. It is also well documented that 
the consequence of employee poor mental wellbeing impacts on concentration, personal motivation and 
workplace productivity. To reduce such impacts, it is beneficial to address the stigma associated with mental 
health, encourage people to reach out for help when needed. Participants in this workshop will have an 
opportunity to increase their knowledge and understanding of mental health and explore ways and means 
of introducing conversation in the workplace on mental health matters in order to reduce the stigma about 
mental health. Preparing future leaders and managers who support mental health promotion in the 
workplace will create a more supportive workplace environment. This is an interactive workshop, 
participants will be provided with the resource materials and presented with a Certificate of Participation. 
The aim of this workshop is to equip future leaders and managers with the knowledge and attitudes 
necessary to understand, foster and enhance mental health and wellbeing in the workplace. 
 
At the end of this Workshop, Leaders and Managers will have: 

• Explored perceptions of mental health 

• Identified the protective and risk factors for mental through workplace case studies 

• Been furnished with practical tips supports and resource materials for Leaders and Managers 
promoting mental health in the workplace 

• Learned ways of having conversations in the workplace about mental health 

• Learned about self-care through the implementation of the Five Ways to Wellbeing 
. 
Keywords: Mental Health, Leaders, Managers, Wellbeing 
 
 
Finola Colgan B.A. LL. B. LL.M Higher Diploma in Education, PG Cert in Workplace Health Promotion is a 
Development Officer for Mental Health Ireland's Regional Office in the Midlands and North East of Ireland. 
Finola has a strong background in mental health promotion and community development work. A key role 
of the Development Officer's post is the development of bespoke Mental Health Promotion Workshop 
content such as "Mental Health and Wellbeing in the Workplace" its promotion and delivery in community 
and workplace settings. Finola was a member of the coproduction team that produced a unique Family 
Carersand Mental Health, Five-Week Programme and associated participant's work book, Alcohol and 
Mental Health workshop Finola is currently on the co-production team for the organisation's National 
Volunteer Strategy. Finola represented MHI on Mental Health Europe's Alternative report to the EU on the 
UNCPWD and is a member of the new established EU Erasmus +Farming Resilience, inter European 
Research Programme on Farmers and Mental Health. Finola regularly contribute articles on mental health 
and wellbeing to local, regional national publications. 
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Digitisation of the Workplace: Claustropolitianism and the Human Capital  

Case Studies from Ireland and Egypt 
 

Ghada Al-Akhadar 
6th October University, Egypt 

 

As early as 1990s French theorist, Paul Virillio, depicted a wokplace operative in distance and 
asynchronicity. Famous for his tech-pessimist views, his essays streamed down the early 2000s reiterating 
the grim, lonely and spiritually void tech-dominated future of work life and the marginal, disdained and lonely 
personal life. David Harvey then added an interesting twist to describe our freedom as a state of 
complete"engagement with the dark arts of exploitation" as a result of digital advancement giving way to 
the concept of "claustropolitanism", interestingly developed in 2017, to describe the lived reality of the 
workplace starting Covid-19 lock down. The crisis did not invent the "great resignation" of 2021, but it has 
accentuated our awareness of the problem. The human capital constantly offers civic engagement in terms 
of job performance and employability skills, shifting the tenants of family, household and lineage from 
anchors for survival to market surplus. Ironically with people completely shut down "at home", 2020 and 
2021, market insecurity and restructures created pressure for productivity on individuals and balanced it 
out with self care practices and routines that would perpetuate interest in market productivity and exchange. 
Claustropolitanism manifests insecurity in the future and complete inward dependency creating market-
based civic identities within the private custody of cut off homes. Speed was another factor, evoked as early 
as Virillio, tipping the power balance from reasoning and collaboration to quick knowledge transaction and 
unverified, emotional, decision making. This paper is an attempt to chart out challenges in the workplace, 
in the heart of our social realities, brought about by the digitisation of human capital in the context of work-
from home times/societies in both Egypt and Ireland.  

Keywords: Digitisation, Human capital, wokplace operative in asynchronicity 

Ghada Alakhdar is an Associate Professor in Cyber Culture Studies. She is currently Head of the English 
Department, Faculty of Education, 6th October University, Cairo, Egypt. Her research interests cover social 
media, cyber text analysis, commemoration of cultures and feminism. Dr Alakhdar is the coordinator of the 
RESIG (Research Special Interest Group) for NileTESOL, AUC aiming to empower teachers in research. 
Moreover, she is the Coordinator Deputy for the Reftecp Erasmus Project at 6th October University. 
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Ireland’s Diplomatic Performance in the Mid and Late Twentieth Century:  

A Model for Other Small States? 
 

Hajer Gandouz 
University of Sousse, Tunisia 

 

After its intense phase of insularity, Ireland has managed to reach a considerable diplomatic role. The past 
vulnerability of Ireland due to its subjection to colonialism made its domestic sphere and foreign agenda in 
the early 1920s insular. However, Ireland started to transcend its isolation as it showed more openness to 
the world in the mid-twentieth century. More specifically, Dublin in the post-World War II context began to 
exhibit its interest in having a more dynamic role in the international scene. In fact, Ireland displayed its 
engagement with matters that exceeded its domestic sphere through its membership in the United Nations. 
Its performance in such an Intergovernmental Organization unveiled the Irish devotion to principles like 
peace-keeping and collective security. This article aims to assess Ireland’s dynamic role which started to 
appear in the mid-twentieth century. Besides, the late-twentieth century was also a significant phase for 
Dublin and its international presence. This epoch was characterized by Ireland’s integration in the European 
region. Most importantly, the phenomenon of globalization reached its peak at that time and Ireland 
witnessed an unprecedented experience of economic opulence known as the Celtic Tiger. Thus, Focus 
should also be laid on Dublin's interesting development in such a globalized climate. Its remarkable 
evolution, especially in the 1990s, tends to be considered as a ‘model’ for other small European and non-
European states. Therefore, this paper attempts to scrutinize the extent to which other small states can 
learn from the example of Ireland.  

Keywords: Diplomacy, Small State, Post-World War II, European Integration, Globalization, Celtic Tiger, 
Model 

 
Hajer Gandouz is an assistant lecturer and Researcher at the Faculty of Arts and Humanities of Sousse in 
Tunisia. She has a Licentiate Degree in English Language, Literature and Civilization and a Master's 
Degree in Culture Studies. She is specialised in Irish Studies with special interest in the history, diplomacy, 
politics and culture of the Republic of Ireland.   
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Gender Effects on Risk-Taking Propensity of Egyptian Entrepreneurs 

 
Hala Hattab 

Entrepreneurship Department, School of Business 
The British University in Egypt, Egypt 

 

Researchers have found a positive proportional relationship between the individuals’ tolerance for risk 
and their decision to become entrepreneurs. However, there is no conclusive opinion regarding gender, 
as some studies found that gender does not impact the risk-taking propensity, while others found some 
gender differences with women being more emotionally risk averse. The current research aims at 
investigating this further to find whether risk propensity of Egyptian women entrepreneurs is the reason 
for their low participation in entrepreneurial activities. 

The Risk Attitudes Inventory (RAI) designed by Calvert (1993) has been electronically distributed to the 
sample. It includes 15 hypothetical situations aiming at stimulating reflection and thought about one’s risk-
taking style and beliefs. Initial analysis reveals that the majority have moderate risk-taking propensity.  

Keywords: Risk Attitudes Inventory, Entrepreneurship, Egyptian Women Entrepreneurs 

 
Dr. Hala Hattab has more than ten years of experience in the field of entrepreneurship as Associate 
Professor in Entrepreneurship at the British University in Egypt, trainer, Mowgli-certified mentor and an 
entrepreneur. She has special interest in issues related to entrepreneurship including entrepreneurship 
education, social entrepreneurship and youth and women entrepreneurship. Upon joining BUE, she was 
appointed as the Program Manager for the Global Entrepreneurship Monitor – Egypt and authored three 
reports about entrepreneurship in Egypt. She has various publications on different areas of 
entrepreneurship. Through her 11 years at the BUE, Dr. Hala developed a program in entrepreneurship 
that aims at preparing students to be entrepreneurs themselves, including ideas generation, opportunity 
recognition, and business planning, among others. In 2002, she joined an engineering consultancy 
company as a business development officer. In 2005, she was promoted to Business Development 
Manager, working closely with governmental associations and International donors and was heavily 
involved in business practices, including bidding (financial & technical), evaluating proposals, market 
analysis, new business opportunities, etc. As a trainer and a mentor, she has worked with startups across 
different countries applying different entrepreneurship methodologies and is a lead trainer for many 
programs with focus on social, and sustainability issues. 
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A Cooperative Entrepreneurship Models for Women’s Entrepreneurship in the Arab World 

 
Haya Al-Dajani 

MENAGEN 
Mohammed Bin Salman College of Business and Entrepreneurship, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

 

Within this presentation, a cooperative entrepreneurship framework with a producer cooperative enterprise 
start-up model is proposed to contribute to addressing the complex consequences of the social, political 
and economic challenges affecting the Arab world. Professor Al-Dajani builds on her argument that the 
adoption of a producer cooperative enterprise start-up model will contribute to future proofing women’s 
entrepreneurship in the Arab world, and avoid a return to a preference for public sector employment that 
will stifle the sustainable social and economic development of the region. The research, policy and practice 
implications from this model are relevant to women’s entrepreneurship beyond the Arab world region. 

Keywords: Entrepreneurship, Arab World, Start-up Model 

 
Haya Al Dajani is Professor of Entrepreneurship co-founded and co-chairs the Middle East North Africa 
Gender and Enterprise Network (MENAGEN), an affiliate of the international Gender and Enterprise 
Network which is also co-founded and co-chairs. She is a member of Editorial Boards of leading 
entrepreneurship journals, and an advisor to a number of entrepreneurship education, research and policy 
centres around the world. Her award winning research focuses upon the intersectionality of gender, 
entrepreneurship and empowerment, and their collective impact on sustainable development. She has 
been granted over two million GBPs in research funding from world leading international funding bodies, 
and the entrepreneurship training programs she designed and developed have been delivered to over six 
million people globally and are available in ten languages. Prior to joining MBSC, Haya’s career included 
academic posts at the University of East Anglia and the University of Plymouth in the United Kingdom as 
well as California State University – Stanislaus, and Chestnut Hill College in the USA where she was a 
Senior Fulbright Scholar. 
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Re/locating Identities in Post-Partition Multicultural Communities in Goodbye Sarajevo and The Deportee 

Heba Gaber Abd Elaziz 
English Language and Literature Department, Faculty of Arts 

Alexandria University, Egypt 

The cities of Sarajevo and Dublin embrace divided and re/united communities that faced densely 
documented national, cultural and linguistic conflicts. The divided societies deal with internal and external 
struggles to negotiate identities as described, for example, in Homi Bhabha’s notions of hybridity and in 
between identities. Although the literary treatment of struggle, partition and conflict resolution produced a 
vast body of a postcolonial literary canon, less literary works mentioned the multicultural situation in post 
conflict areas as a space for negotiating cultural identities where common grounds and differences meet. 
The aim of this paper is to highlight how the Irish and Bosnian experiences transcend the national contexts 
through a reading of Roddy Dolye’s The Deportee and Other Stories (2007) and Atka Reid and Hana 
Schofield’s Goodbye Sarajevo (2011), respectively. While Dolye’s fictional work explores the experiences 
of Irish immigrants in various multicultural contexts, Goodbye Sarajevo discusses the real experience of 
two sisters who have been separated by war. However, both works exemplify how immigrants move on in 
a post partition time seeking alternative lives indifferent intercultural encounters. The paper has two main 
diagonals; the analysis of the cultural encounter in both countries after partition and the examination of the 
literary depiction of fragmented identities surviving in Bhabha’s third space to reconstruct their lives. The 
personal and collective identities in both works are inspected as they transcend branding, stereotyping, 
marginalization, xenophobia, insecurities and helplessness. The cultural reading of the texts traces the 
changes in immigrants’ characters due to partition producing complex Irish/Bosnian identities that 
metamorphosed to adapt to the new communities. To sum up, the paper draws parallels between two 
different migration patterns that monitor the constant flux of cultural identities in a multicultural world. 

Keywords: Hybridity, Homi Bhabha, Stereotyping, Postcolonial Literary Canon 

 
Heba Gaber Abd Elaziz is an English language supervisor at Alexandria University, Egypt where she 
teaches Anglophone and Francophone Civilizations, Critical Thinking, and European Cultural Heritage. She 
earned her PhD in 2017 which tackled the depiction of London in multicultural British Fiction. In 2011, she 
got her MA in Comparative Literature entitled, “New Historicism and Post-colonialism in the Autobiographies 
of Penelope Lively and Radwa Ashour: a Comparative Study.” She has presented several research papers 
in different conferences and universities and contributed a chapter to the edited book, Muslim Women’s 
Writers from across the Middle East (2021). Her research interests are postcolonial studies, New 
Historicism, comparative literature, cultural studies, refugee writings and social media/media influence. 
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In the face of the world: Republican Ideology and the 1916 Rising 

 
James Heaney 

St Patricks-Carlow College, Ireland 

The importance of contemporary international factors such as the First World War, the prospect of German 
aid, and support from the Irish-American organisations to an understanding of the1916 Rising has often 
been noted. The relevance of republican ideology to the insurrection has, however, received much less 
attention from scholars. Republicanism is a political tradition often associated with the revolutions that 
exploded into life in eighteenth-century America and France, but its original ‘big bang’ can be traced all the 
way back to Greek and Roman antiquity. In political terms it was the single most important point of 
connection between national and international factors during the Rising and, indeed, the revolutionary 
period as a whole in Ireland. Taking the text of the 1916 Proclamation as a key reference point, this paper 
draws attention to ways in which republican ideas and principles find expression in that text, and in the 
writings and actions of some of the key figures involved in the Rising. 

Keywords: 1916 Rising, Republicanism, First World War 

 
James Heaney is a Lecturer in English and Irish studies at Carlow College, where he served as academic 
director of humanities from 2005 to 2010. He worked as Irish coordinator for the Carlow University, 
Pittsburgh MFA in Creative Writing Program from 2005 to 2014. His areas of interest include European 
drama, modern Irish writing, and comparative literature. He has published essays on modern Irish and 
Spanish writers in a range of books and journals, including the Irish University Review, the Bulletin of 
Spanish Studies, POST: A Review of Poetry Studies, Studies: An Irish Quarterly Review, New Voices in 
Irish Criticism, and Faithful Companions: Collected Essays Celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the Kate 
O’Brien Weekend. He is currently writing a comparative study on the subject of literature and revolution in 
modern Ireland and Spain in the period 1913-39. Chapters from this work-in-progress were awarded 
Second Prize in the Premio Kate O'Brien [The Kate O'Brien Prize] run by the University of Málaga in March 
2021. 
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Colonial Desires and Victimhood Trans-Nationalism 

 
Jiyun Kim 

English Language and Literature Department 
Yonsei University, South Korea 

 
This PhD research juxtaposes the two similar short stories set in late colonial Ireland and Korea, James 
Joyce's "A Painful Case" (1914) and Yi Sang's "The Wings" (1936), centering on how their male 
protagonists' pathological desires eventually arrive at victimhood trans-nationalism. In Joyce's text, James 
Duffy appears to be an obsessive neurotic who fixates on Mrs. Sinico but abruptly renounces the 
relationship when she lays his hand on her cheek. While the existing studies interpret this ending as one in 
which Duffy goes back to the narcissistic stage, this paper raises the new possibility that Duffy does not 
regress but instead goes through the final stage of traversing his fantasy. Furthermore, it clarifies why 
Duffy's transformation may signal his rejection of identifying with both the oppressed Irish national identity 
and deceitful anti-nationalism. Likewise, the first-person narrator of Yi has achieved a psychological closure 
from all of his surroundings but his wife, who is a prostitute, breadwinner, and phallic mother figure. At the 
novel's onset, the feminized "I" repeatedly mimics the capitalist desire of his wife and then her guests but 
ultimately subjectifies his desire structure at the end. This process of being reborn is again based on the 
protagonist's realization of deprived Korean-ness under the Japanese occupation. In both novels, such 
trajectories of chaotic colonial senses of self sublimate into transnational hunger-quests beyond the national 
territories. 

Keywords: Trans-Nationalism, James Joyce, Yi Sang, Victimhood 

 
Jiyun Kim is a Ph.D. student in the Department of English Language and Literature at Yonsei University, 
Seoul. Her research interests include Korean and Irish colonial literature, World cinema, and new 
modernism. Her most recent publications are concerned with the ethics of desire, interracial encounters, 
and the concept of subaltern modernist writing. Her M.A. thesis delved into the historical schemes of fin-
de-siècle time travel narratives. 
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Freedom Movements in Ireland and India: 
 Transnational Visions and Methods of the Political Leaders and Individuals 

 
Jyoti Atwal 

Jawaharlal Nehru University, India 
 

 
India and Ireland were two colonies of the British Empire but they differed in the nature of their colonisation. 
The historiography on Indo Irish transnational freedom anti imperial movements has attracted many 
scholars. Some have focused on soft nationalism and anti-imperialism through highlighting literary, cultural 
and spiritual connections – the others have tended to explore radical connections which continue to 
dominate the narrative of Indo- Irish connections. This paper argues that there was diversity of connections 
by highlighting the role of leadership of the Indian and Irish anti imperial movements. I focus on 1919-1920 
which was a formative period when Irish outrage against the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre became clear. 
This was a period of joint agitation against the violence in the British Empire. 
The paper will discuss De Valera, Nehru, Tagore, Gandhi, Annie Besant and other feminist leaders such 
as Margaret Cousins (who discarded violence as anti-colonial method). 
 
Keywords: Colonies of the British Empire, Ireland, India, Imperial Movements 

 

Jyoti Atwal is associate professor at Centre for Historical Studies, School of Social Sciences, Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, New Delhi, India & Adjunct Professor at Department of History, Faculty of Arts, 
Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Limerick, Ireland. She specialises in gender history of India 
in the colonial, transnational and post-colonial contexts. She launched a Masters level course on Irish 
women’s history at JNU in 2017. Dr Atwal has recently edited a book with Professor Eunan O'Halpin titled, 
India, Ireland and Anti-Imperial Struggle: Remembering the Connaught Rangers Mutiny, 1920 (New Delhi: 
Aakar Books, 2021 funded by the Embassy of Ireland, New Delhi). She is also co-editing a book with Ciara 
Breathnach and Sarah-Anne Buckley on Gender and History: Ireland 1852-1922, (London: Routledge, 2022 
forthcoming). Her other publications include an edited volume on Gender and Violence in Historical and 
Contemporary Perspectives: Situating India (London: Routledge, 2020). She has authored Real and 
Imagined Widows: Gender Relations in Colonial North India (New Delhi: Primus Books, 2016). She is on 
the editorial board of Women’s History Review. She is working on a biography of Margaret Cousins (1878 
– 1954). 
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Exploring Women’s Entrepreneurship in STEM Contexts: 

 A Feminist Challenge to Gendered Stereotypes and Blame Discourses 
 

Lorna Treanor 
Haydn Green Institute, University of Nottingham, UK 

 
Gender stereotypes and discourses subjugate the feminine resulting in the devaluing of women’s work and 
constraining their career progression, entrepreneurial opportunities and outcomes. These gendered 
outcomes for women occur simultaneous to them being blamed for their lack of attainment due to their 
assumed essentialist deficits. This presentation draws upon research exploring women’s career 
progression and entrepreneurial activity in STEM contexts to highlight, challenge and theorise these blame 
discourses. In so doing, it highlights previously unquestioned gendered assumptions and discourses that 
are often internalised by women to their detriment. 
 

Keywords: Entrepreneurship, Gendered Stereotypes, STEM, Blame discourse. 

 

Dr. Lorna Treanor FRSA FHEA is an assistant pofessor in Entrepreneurship and Innovation and acts as 

Divisional Research Director for the Haydn Green Institute, in Nottingham University Business School. 

Lorna's research interests lie in the areas of entrepreneurship, she has explored the influence of gender on 

women's entrepreneurial activities within atypical contexts. Lorna is Vice President Research and Executive 

Trustee of the Institute for Small Business and Entrepreneurship, having previously served as Deputy VP 

Education and Deputy VP Policy between 2011 and 2016. Lorna co-founded the Gender and Enterprise 

Network, an ISBE Special Interest Group, established in 2010 to promote scholarly research into the 

gendering of entrepreneurship. This is now an international network with over800 members and Lorna 

remains an active member of the Organising Committee undertaking Treasurer responsibility. Lorna also 

acts as a Consulting Editor for the International Small Business Journal (ISBJ, CABS 3*) having joined the 

editorial board in 2016.  
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Modernity and the Depiction of Irish Tinker Travelers in Marina Carr’s By the Bog of Cats 

 
Lu Hong 

Yonsei University, South Korea 
 

 
This paper will first trace the history of Irish Travelers (tinkers) to generalize the lifestyle, their belief system, 
and personality, as well as their categorized stereotypes in postcolonial Ireland. Then the discussion will 
proceed to how these traits have been represented in Marina Carr’s play By the Bog of Cats, in the way to 
interrogate whether they are the real threat to the social order in aspects of sexuality, economy, and privacy. 
Also, an analysis of reasons why Irish Travelers become outcasts will be provided in association with the 
ongoing changing attitude of people who are emerging in the economic boom in the Celtic Tiger. The 
conclusion is that Carr attempts to find a way to express her concern over people’s collapse in traditional 
concepts and moral values in such an economic boom, by putting forward some traditional values and 
attitudes that are still firmly held by Irish tinkers. It would also be problematic for them to live in such a 
modern society where even though some of their moral values are highly indispensable. The phenomenal 
symptom of modernity is enacted in Carr’s play. 
 

Keywords: Modernity in Irish Studies, Tinker Travelers, Marina Carr, Irish Drama 

 

Lu Hong received her Bachelor's and Master's degrees both in China, respectively in the field of English 

Education from Shenyang Normal University in 2003, and English Literature from Beijing Normal University 

in 2013. From 2020 till now, she is a Ph.D. student at Yonsei University, majoring in English Literature. She 

worked in a college in Shenyang, China for 16 years (2003-2019), teaching Business English, Finance 

English, and English Literature, along with some students' management and administrative work. She won 

second place in guiding college students' English Speech Contests in Liaoning Province in 2013. Recently, 

she published her essay "From Male Gaze to Female Seduction and Its Cinematography in Malaysian 

Horror Film Dukun" in the Korean KCI-listed journal Asian Film Studies in 2020. She won the 2020-1 

semester Outstanding International Scholarship (2,427,000 won), and Special Scholarship (1,000,000 won) 

for Dissertation in 2021. Her interested research fields are broad, ranging from Diaspora studies, Film 

studies, Visual media and criticism, to Asian American (British) novels, and Irish drama.  
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Irish Genealogies of Slavery in Colonial Cuba 
 

Margaret Brehony 
National University of Ireland, Galway 

 
The study of historical relations between Irish migration and plantation slavery in colonial Cuba raises many 

new questions and un-acknowledged connections. In this account of Irish genealogies of slavery my 

intention is not to frame Irishness as an identity or to connect to a national origin story. Instead, my analysis 

responds to the vexed question of Irish involvement in Atlantic slavery through an examination of immigrant 

families and their creole descendants in the overlapping colonial processes of class, gender, labour and 

race. I pay particular attention to the connected lives of women of Irish and of African origins shaped through 

the violent power relations of transatlantic slavery. Though an examination of Irish surnames in Cuban 

archival records we can establish genealogical lines through generations of families of Irish and African 

origin. When conceptualised as acts of possession or markers of human property these surnames open up 

multiple histories that have been erased or subsumed in colonial narratives of gender and slavery. We also 

see how Irish slave-owners accumulated wealth in a system of racialised dispossession dependant on the 

heritability of enslavement extracted from African maternal lines. This critical reading of violence and 

dehumanisation codified in ‘banalchronicles’ of colonial reportage reveals how processes of class and 

gender connected Irish and African diasporas asymmetrically in the colonial logic of race and slavery. 

Consequently, this analysis engages methodologies from Area Studies of Ireland, Cuba and the Caribbean 

with critical analysis from Black Feminist theory, Women’s History, and Black History to develop a critical 

discourse that links colonial capitalism, Irish migration and African slavery. In rethinking these interrelated 

processes, this paper contributes to a critical transformation in knowledge about our common diasporic 

pasts and the continuities that impact on culture and identity today. 

Keywords: Slavery, Cuba, Black Feminist Theory, Irish Migration 

 

Margaret Brehony is a Marie Skłodowska-Curie Global Research Fellow at the Moore Institute NUI Galway 

and the Centre for Irish Studies, Concordia University, Montreal. Her research interests include Irish 

migration to Latin America and the Caribbean, intersections of gender, race and white colonisation in a time 

of slavery in Cuba. A graduate of NUIG, with an MA in Digital Arts & Humanities from UCC, she earned a 

PhD in 2012 with a thesis entitled “Irish Migration to Cuba, 1835-1845: Empire, Ethnicity, Slavery and ‘Free’ 

Labour.” She is President of the Society for Irish Latin American Studies and co-editor with Nuala Finnegan 

of Irlanda y Cuba: Historias Entretejidas / Ireland and Cuba: Entangled Histories, Boloña, (Havana: 2019).  
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A Hidden Diaspora: Irish People in Bolivia 
 

Maria Eugenia Cruset 
CONICET- National Council for Scientific and Technical Research of Argentina, Argentina 

 
The apparent failure of the Easter Rising in 1916 set off a chain of events that culminated in the creation 

of the Irish Free State in 1922. Considered by the Irish people as the martyrdom of their republican 

leaders, it served to continue the fight through other strategies, not restricted only to armed conflict. The 

Sinn Féin began to coordinate a translational political action network by means of its Diaspora. From 

Dublin a delegate was sending to Buenos Aires (Argentina) and from there he makes contact with others 

Irish groups like the Irish in Bolivia. Those men and women, even they were very few, worked for Ireland 

cause. This Diaspora is unknown at the present and can be considerate a Hidden Diaspora. 

Keywords: Diaspora, 1916 Rising, Bolivia 

 

Dr. María Eugenia Cruset (CONICET/Universidad Nacional de Quilmes/Universidad Católica de La Plata). 

She holds a PhD in History (University of the Basque Country-Spain) and a Master's degree in International 

Relations (IRI, National University of La Plata-Argentina). She is a postdoctoral fellow of the National 

Council for Scientific and Technical Research of Argentina (CONICET) and a founding member of the 

Association of Southern Irish Studies (AEIS). She directs and teaches on the Diploma in Irish Studies at 

the Universidad del Salvador (BuenosAires-Argentina). She is Director of the Free Chair of Irish Thought 

and Culture at the National University of La Plata. She is a lecturer and researcher at the Catholic University 

of La Plata. She has also participated in research projects at the National University of La Pampa and 

CLACSO. She is a guest lecturer at universities around the world, particularly at the University of Cork 

(UCC) in Ireland and the University of Reno in Nevada (USA) in the Department of Basque Studies. She 

has written several books and numerous academic articles in the field. Her areas of interest are Irish and 

Basque immigration and peace processes, and informal diplomacy. 
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New Irish theatre(s): Melt (2017) by Shane Mac an Bhaird 

 
Maria del Mar González Chacón 

Faculty of Philosophy and Letters, University of Oviedo, Spain 
 

In Melt (2017), by Shane Mac an Bhaird, two Irish scientists struggle in the Antarctic to reach glory from 

their research while Veba, a female creature found in the subglacial lake, questions the reality or fantasy 

of the episode. The study carried out in this paper considers, first, the context of creation of the play through 

the presentation of the concept of new Irish theatres in the millennium, which involves the appearance of 

companies and social activism movements that challenge the notion of what theatre means. This is followed 

by an analysis of Ireland and the Anthropocene, to contextualise the play themes and include other social 

justice activisms, in the form of cultural projects, which encourage the reduction of the environmental impact 

and provide a backdrop against which Melt emerged. The approach to the play from these perspectives will 

lead to the conclusions, which aim to show why Mac an Bhaird’s work offers and confirms new perspectives 

in contemporary Irish theatre. Furthermore, the study aims to contribute to the deserving scholarship for 

this play, which has not yet received much critical attention. 

Keywords: Contemporary Irish Theatre, Shane Mac an Bhaird, Anthropocene 

 

María del Mar González Chacón is lecturer of English and Irish Studies at the Department of English, 

French and German Philology of the University of Oviedo, in the Principality of Asturias, Spain. Her main 

areas of research are contemporary Irish theatre, with a special interest in the plays of Marina Carr, Irish 

rewritings of Federico García Lorca and new trends in Irish theatre. 

Her latest publications in 2022 are “‘Walking the boundaries’: Lynne Parker’s unpublished version of 

Federico García Lorca’s La Casa de Bernarda Alba”, in Studies in Theatre and Performance, and “Theatre 

that speaks to its moment: Melt (2017) by Shane Mac an Bhaird,” published in Estudios Irlandeses. Before 

that she wrote “The Concept of the Edge in the Plays of Marina Carr,” for the journal Roczniki 

Humanistyczne (2020) or ““This is not about love, this is about guilt and terror”: Phaedra Backwards (2011) 

and forwards by Marina Carr,” which can be found in Irish Studies Review (2020). She has been a visiting 

researcher at Moore Research Institute (National University of Ireland Galway), and the Institute of Irish 

Studies (Queen’s University Belfast), where she has found considerable support for her research. 
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The influence of Gaelic on the Irish-English Variety on the Lexical and Syntactic Levels 
 

Marian Morcos 
English Department, Faculty of Al-Alsun  

Ain Shams University, Egypt  
 

English has been spoken in Ireland since the twelfth-century Norman invasion where the natives spoke 

Gaelic and the settlers English. As time went on, both the settlers and the natives fused their two languages 

into Irish-English, which has two main characteristics- the retention of English words present in other 

varieties of English and the adoption of words, grammar, idioms and pronunciation from the Gaelic 

language. The glamour of global English and the political changes north of the border ensured the decline 

of the Gaelic language as the main vernacular. The aim of this research is to analyze the influence of Gaelic, 

the Irish native language, on the Irish-English variety present today on the lexical and syntactic levels. 

Furthermore, this paper shall also investigate the sociolinguistic history of the Gaelic language in Ireland 

and the language shift that happened during the 19th century. The significance of this study is crystalized 

in the fact that Irish English features some distinctive characteristics that distinguish it from British or 

American English. The paper examines the roots of these characteristics and the impact of Gaelic on the 

contemporary Irish English. The research mainly aims to answer the question to what extent Gaelic has 

impacted Irish English lexically and syntactically. The methodology adopted is the qualitative descriptive 

method where the researcher analyzes the lexical and syntactic features drawn from A Corpus of Irish 

English which was published in Corpus Presenter compiled by John Benjamins in Amsterdam in 2003.The 

analysis shows that Irish English has retained many features from Gaelic which can be clearly seen in its 

lexicon and syntax. On the lexical level, Gaelic loanwords and expressions are used to express concepts 

of everyday life. On the syntactical level, there are several grammatical structures derived from Gaelic such 

as prepositional pronouns and reflexives. 

Keywords: Twelfth-Century Norman Invasion, Gaelic, John Benjamins 

 

Marian Morcos is an associate professor at the Faculty of Al-Alsun, Ain Shams University based in Cairo, 

Egypt. She has been a teaching assistant of English language since 2009. She is specialized in applied 

English linguistics. She teaches morphology and discourse analysis at the Faculty of Al-Alsun, Ain Shams 

University among other courses. Among her research interests are pragma-dialectics, critical discourse 

analysis, cognitive linguistics, forensic linguistics, multi-modality and the linguistic theories of humor. She 

has earned her MA degree in 2013 with an excellent degree and acquired her PhD degree in 2020 with an 

excellent with honors degree. Among her publications are “A Study in the Language of the Anti-Jewish and 

Anti-Black American Jokes in the Light of the General Theory of Verbal Humour” and “Language as a 

Lobbying Means: Argumentation in Russian Plane Crash Issue in English Written Media Discourse 

(October- December 2015)”. She has participated in the 1st International Conference on Literature, 

Linguistics and Translation "Traveling Theories: Origins and Manifestations" that took place in the faculty 

of Al-Alsun, Ain Shams University in March 2016. 
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Workshop 
Highlighting Silent Reading Skills 

 
Marwa Abdellateef  

Scientific Center for Consultations and Development, Egypt 
 
This workshop sheds light on more effective techniques for teaching reading skills in a way that enhances 

them based on criteria of international English language tests, e.g. TOEFL, IELTS, TOEIC…etc., hitting two 

birds with one stone. Performance improves in the classroom. As well, scores of international tests 

increase. The workshop sheds light on using Reading Power for highlighting silent reading skills. 

Due to several issues, some students encounter difficulties when enhancing reading skills. Motivation is 

one of these main issues. Most Egyptian students do not practice reading skills on a daily basis. This makes 

them believe that improving these skills is not as necessary as other English language skills. Consequently, 

possibilities of deterioration in reading skills increase. Accordingly, solving this issue necessitates finding a 

creative way for motivating students. Therefore, international tests that target these skills can be utilized for 

increasing motivation. Meanwhile, performance in the classroom improves. 

The purpose of the current workshop is to draw attention to possible techniques that can be used for 

increasing students' motivation to the point that makes them willing to improve their reading skills 

enthusiastically. This means integrating sections of international tests in the process of teaching these skills 

in the classroom. On one hand, this makes the learning process meaningful to students. On the other, they 

get familiar with formats of different international tests. Eventually, they gain experience that makes 

preparation for these tests easier and more enjoyable. 

As a long-term plan, students can integrate activities, performed while teaching, in their daily routine. This 

makes it a lifelong learning process. Hence, external motivation turns into internal motivation. Gradually, 

they realize that these skills are essential for improving their linguistic performance. They help them grow 

as humans, as well. 

Keywords: Silent Reading, Linguistic Performance 

 

Marwa Abdellateef is a member of Africa ELTA. She is an EFL instructor at the Scientific Center for 
Consultations and Development (SCCD), a certified instructor by the AMIDEAST and an EFL instructor in 
different Egyptian institutions. I worked as a translator for different institutions including Catholic Relief 
Services (CRS). I am an International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP) alumnus. 
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Disabling the Union: Disability, Bodily Otherness, and Citizenship in the National Tale 
 

Matthew Reznicek 
English and Medical Humanities, Creighton University, Nebraska, USA 

Corporeal metaphors of identity are especially key to understanding the development of sociopolitical 
identity in the wake of the Acts of Union of 1707 and the Act of Union of 1800. As Ina Ferris has 
demonstrated, the Act of Union that produced the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland “hold[s] out 
the possibility of both preserving and assimilating national difference.” In order to offer the possibility of 
assimilation, the Act of Union must insist on the preservation of difference. This is rendered most visible 
through the representation of the different bodies, particularly those bodies deformed and marked as Other 
through disability and illness. The line of demarcation remains the “awkward,” the “cumbersome,” the 
“singular difference” that defines Otherness, particularly bodily otherness. Through its focus on bodily 
otherness, romantic Irish fiction reveals the limits of political belonging in the construction of citizenship. 
The National Tale enacts and demonstrates Leonard Davis’s claims that “[a]n able body is the body of a 
citizen,” while “deformed, deafened, amputated, obese, female, perverse, crippled, maimed, blinded bodies 
do not make up the body politic.” Attending to the intersection of citizenship and disability in the National 
Tale exhibits the degree to which the body becomes a site of social, political, and national contestation. 
Maria Edgeworth’s Ennui (1809) provides an example of the treatment of disease and illness in order to 
achieve social and political membership in this new body politic; Walter Scott’s The Black Dwarf (1816) 
conversely demonstrates both the necessity of the disabled body, while also revealing the novel’s inability 
to incorporate it into that new body politic. These novels stress the bodily limits of belonging and the 
category of citizenship. 

Keywords: Acts of Union of 1707, the Act of Union of 1800, The National Tale, Citizenship and Disability 

 
Matthew L. Reznicek is Associate Professor of English at Creighton University where he also holds a joint 
appointment in the School of Medicine as Associate Professor of Medical Humanities. He teaches 
nineteenth-century British and Irish literature and the intersection of health, illness, poverty, and gender. 
He has published widely on women writers from the long nineteenth century, including Maria Edgeworth, 
Sydney Owenson, Jane Austen, Elizabeth Gaskell, and Katherine Cecil Thurston. He is currently working 
on his second monograph, which explores the relationship between medicine, gender, and citizenship in 
the National Tales of Edgeworth, Owenson, Scott, deStael, and Austen. He is Associate Editor of the 
Journal of Philosophy, Ethics, and Humanities in Medicine and currently serves as the Vice President of 
the American Conference for Irish Studies. 
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Scottish Support for the Mental Health and Well-Being of Students in Pre-Service Teacher Preparation 

 
Prof.  Margery McMahon 

University of Glasgow, Scotland 
 
 
This session is part of the panel discussion on Mental Health. The sessions will present the work done in 
Scotland to support the mental health and well-being of students while they undertake the student 
practicum. The Faculty of Education, University of Glasgow is working with a charity called Place2be   
https://www.place2be.org.uk 
 

 
 

Margery A. McMahon is Professor of Educational Leadership and Director of the Educational Leadership 
and Policy Research and Teaching Group (RTG) in the School of Education, University of Glasgow. 
Formerly a teacher of History and Politics, Margery joined the School of Education in 2004 and led the 
development of the MEd in Professional Development and Enquiry before serving as Head of the 
Department of Educational Studies. In 2013-2014 she was seconded to the National Implementation Board 
for Teaching Scotland’s Future where she led the scoping and initial set up of the Scottish College for 
Educational Leadership. She is the author and co-author of several books focusing on professional learning 
and leadership including O'Brien, J., (ed) (2016) School Leadership 3rd edition, Edinburgh: Dunedin. 
Recent articles and chapters focusing on educational leadership include, Mowat, J., G., and McMahon, 
M.,  (2018) ‘Interrogating the concept of ‘leadership at all levels’: a Scottish perspective.’ Professional 
Development in Education (Early Online Publication); Hamilton, G., Forde, C., and McMahon, M., (2018) 
‘Developing a coherent strategy to build leadership capacity in Scottish education.’ Management in 
Education. Vol.32 (2) 72-78 and McMahon, M., (2018) ‘Teacher Leadership’ inBryce, T.G.K., Humes, W.H., 
Gillies, D., & Kennedy, A., (Eds.), (2018) Scottish Education Fifth Edition Edinburgh: Edinburgh University 
Press.Her co-authored article: McMahon, M., Forde, C., & Dickson, B., (2015) 'Reshaping teacher 
education through the professional continuum.’  Educational Review Volume 67, Issue 2, April 2015 
received the Educational Review prize for 2015 'article of the year.' She serves as an adviser and consultant 
to national and international agencies on leadership development and institutional capability 
building. Professor McMahon is UK Representative for the International Study Association for Teachers 
and Teaching and co-convenor of the Leadership in Scottish Education Network (LiSEN).  
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Making Memory in Medieval Ireland:  
The Egyptian Desert and Identity Formation in Early Medieval Irish Monasticism 

 
Meredith Cutrer 

Worcester College, University of Oxford, UK 

Early Ireland’s vibrant culture of monasticism has long been recognized as owing much to its emulation of 
certain ideals made famous by the trailblazing ascetics in Egypt from late antiquity. The lives and teachings 
of the Egyptian Desert Fathers, mediated through the writings of Greek and Latin authors such as 
Athanasius and Cassian, played an especially prominent role in the formation of early Irish monastic 
identity. Their appearance in some of the most celebrated pieces of Irish art and literature including the 
Navigatio Sancti Brendani abbatis (Voyage of St Brendan), the Penitentials, the Betha Choluim Cille (Irish 
Life of Columba), and their regular presence on a number of Irish high crosses underscore their enduring 
prominence in the medieval Irish imagination. This paper will explore the manner in which Egyptian Desert 
Fathers, particularly the narratives of Paul of Thebes and Antony of Egypt, served as a type of foundation 
story for several well-known medieval Irish monastic communities who used these figures as a key 
component to their identity formation and used them, in part, to place themselves as successors to the 
Egyptian way of life. Using the Desert Fathers as figures of cultural memory, these communities consciously 
placed themselves into the tradition of late antique Egyptian monasticism who saw such figures as Antony 
and Paul as their spiritual fathers. These two Egyptian ascetics in particular were utilized as figures of 
cultural memory who served normative and formative functions to a number of medieval Irish religious 
communities, forging a robust spirituality on the periphery of Europe with origins rooted deeply in the 
Egyptian desert. 

Keywords: Medieval Ireland, Egyptian Desert Fathers, Cultural Memory 

 
Meredith Cutrer is a DPhil candidate in history at Worcester College, University of Oxford. She is writing a 
dissertation on the Church's disciplinary uses of exile and exclusion in Britain and Ireland between the sixth 
and ninth centuries. 
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The conjuncture of the War of the English Succession (1688-1695) and the War of the Spanish 
Succession (1702-1713) 

 
Michael Bailey 

Boston College, Irish Studies Program, US 
 

The conjuncture of the War of the English Succession (1688-1695) and the War of the Spanish Succession 
(1702-1713) foreclosed hopes of a reversal of the seventeenth century Irish land-confiscations which 
defined the English conquest and colonization of Ireland, pushing thousands of Irish Catholics into exile 
near-simultaneous to the ascension of a reform-minded Bourbon monarchy to the Spanish thrown which 
opened new opportunities for useful subjects. At the same time, these wars established the emergent British 
Empire as a rising Atlantic hegemon and exposed the fragility of a Spanish Empire widely viewed by 
contemporaries as in decline. In such a context, Irish familiarity with British methods of empire-making 
made them ideal imperialists to the Spanish Crown precisely as the empire embarked on its Bourbon 
Reform program. I propose a paper combining two chapters from my dissertation that focus on the "first" 
Irish diaspora in Spanish America. In Cuba, Irish slavers such as Ricardo O’Farrill, Jesuit Tomas Butler, 
Cornelio Coppinger, and Alejandro O'Reilly, leveraged their ability to move between the British and Spanish 
Atlantic worlds to maximize their profit-making in the transatlantic slave trade and to expand their own 
plantation enterprises on the island, serving as among the earliest catalysts for Cuba’s transition to a sugar-
plantation economy over the course of the eighteenth century and key to the colony's post-Seven Years 
War (1756-1763) reform. In the Gulf Coast colonies of Texas, Louisiana, and West Florida, Hiberno-
Spanish imperial agents and writers contributed to Spain’s real but ephemeral resurgence in North America. 
Men such as O’Reilly, his cousin Hugo O’Conor, and Arturo O’Neill served as governors of Louisiana, 
Texas, and West Florida, respectively, at a critical juncture while merchants, ecclesiastics, and writers such 
as Juan Morfi and Alonso O'Crouley made key contributions to Spanish colonialism and the Bourbon 
Reforms. 
 
Keywords: War of the English Succession, War of the Spanish Succession, Trasnatlantic Slavery 
 
 
Michael Bailey is a Ph. D candidate in History at Boston College. His dissertation, "Hiberno-Spaniards & 
The Gulf of Empire: Colonization, Slavery, and Diaspora in the Atlantic World, 1713-1804" explores the role 
of the "first" Irish diaspora in the Spanish Empire's eighteenth-century Bourbon Reforms. It argues that 
Hiberno-Spanish familiarity with British imperialism made Irish exiles useful "imperial translators" to a 
reforming Spanish Empire both in Madrid and the colonial periphery, particularly in relation to political 
economy, plantation slavery, and settler-colonialism. Michael has published previously in Maine History, 
has reviewed monographs in Irish Historical Studies, and has two forthcoming articles derived from his 
dissertation. His research focuses on the intersection of imperial and diasporic history via Irish exiles in the 
early modern Atlantic world. 
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Mental Health: Egyptian, Irish and Scottish Perspectives 
Panel Discussion 

 
Prof. Mohamed Taha 

Dr. Mona ElSawaf, Dr. Ahmad Abdel Aziz, Dr. Safaa Eraky 
The British University in Egypt, Egypt 

 
 

This is a joint panel discussion on Mental Health organised by Egyptian psychologists from the Department 
of Psychology at the Faculty of Arts and Humanities at The British University in Egypt (BUE) to discuss 
mental health issues from Egyptian/Irish/Scottish cross-cultural perspectives. The panel in addition to the 
Egyptian experts includes invited guest speakers Mental Health Ireland representative Ms. Finola Colgan 
and Prof. Margery McMahon, Dean of the Faculty of Education, University of Glasgow. 
 
The panel will discuss issues of mental health such as mental health service models, mental health aspects 
in educational settings, and the social perception of mental illness in both Egypt, Ireland and Scotland. 
Different aspects of similarities and differences will be discussed in social and cultural contexts.  
 
Mohamed Taha Mohamed is a professor of Cognitive Psychology, founder and director of the Cognitive Science 
Research Centre and the Vice Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Humanities at the British University in Egypt (BUE). He 
obtained his B.A. in Psychology at Ain Shams University in Cairo, as well as his M.Sc. degree in Cognitive Psychology. 
He further obtained his M.A. in Linguistics, and Ph.D. in Psycholinguistics at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. 
He has published in Arabic and English speaking, peer-reviewed journals and presented his work at local and 
international conferences. He was a visiting scholar at the University of Massachusetts Amherst (2013/2014) and an 
Alexander von Humboldt Fellow at the Ludwig Maximillian University in Munich, Germany (2016-2018). As the head of 
Psychology Department at the BUE (2018-2020), he established the Psychological Service Centre. His research 
interests include psycholinguistics, intelligence, and cognitive science. In 2011, Prof Taha received the Egyptian State 
Early Career Award in Psychology.  
 
Ahmad Abdel Aziz is a lecturer of Social Psychology, Programme Director of the Psychology Department in the Faculty 
of Arts and Humanities at the British University in Egypt (BUE). In (2000), Ahmad obtained his B.A. in Psychology from 
Ain Shams University in Cairo. He obtained in (2007) his M.A. in Psychology and Ph.D. in Psychology (2014) from Ain 
Shams University. He published papers in peer-reviewed national and international journals. In (2016) Dr Abdel Aziz 
got his second Ph.D. in Artificial Intelligence from Cairo University. His research interests include Perception, Attitudes 
and Behavior.   
 
Mona El-Sawaf is an Educational Psychologist and a lecturer at The British University in Egypt. She obtained her PhD 
from the Faculty of Education at Glasgow University, Scotland. She is the Head of the Education Division in the 
Cognitive Sciences Research Centre, Faculty of Arts and Humanities at the BUE. She is certified trainer from the 
American University in Cairo. She is also the Director of the Quality Assurance unit for The Faculty of Arts and 
Humanities at the BUE. She has published in Arabic and English peer-reviewed journals and presented in national and 
international conferences and seminars. She supervised several MEd and PhD research projects. Dr ElSawaf also 
conducted training workshops on various educational and mental health topics. Her research interest are children’s 
development and wellbeing, university students’ intellectual and ethical development, positive parenting and 
assessment for teachers. 
 
Safaa Eraky is a Psychiatric Consultant and a lecturer in Faculty of Arts and Humanities at the BUE, with expertise in 
child psychiatry and psychotherapy. She is certified in cognitive behavioral therapy from the Cognitive Academy in 
Philadelphia and the Egyptian Association of Cognitive and Behavioral Therapy. In 2006 she worked at the Ministry of 
Health where she gained clinical skills. 
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The Digital Repository of Ireland 
 

Nahed Meklash  
Faculty of Education, Matrouh University, Egypt 

This paper argues that the Digital Repository of Ireland (DRI) resonates with attempts of the national canon-
formation in Ireland. The Digital Repository of Ireland is a national digital repository for Ireland’s humanities, 
social sciences, and cultural heritage data. It uses an object tools menu such as bilingual metadata, 
research data that include various ways of navigation with names, subjects, organization, and collection of 
data. Other tools are mapping, the Mirador viewer, and workspace. These tools are helpful in overcoming 
some problems of digitization, such as data accessibility, dissemination, organization, compilation, and 
usability. Moreover, this Repository offers to browse and search across multiple collections from some of 
the finest Irish institutions. One of these collections focuses on Irish oral histories that are an essential part 
of the Irish national culture. They are a way of exploring various aspects of Irish life across time and place. 
Traditional techniques of oral history rely on the availability of modern technology, principally recording 
devices and the computer. The evolution of the field of oral history emphasizes the role of changing 
methodology, the impact of technology, and the spectrum of approaches to the field as a whole. Examining 
and analyzing the subjects of oral histories and bilingual metadata as a tool object, this paper considers the 
role of The Digital Repository in preserving oral histories in Ireland. Furthermore, investigating the Digital 
Repository of Ireland (DRI) and its online capabilities as well as analyzing how this project will potentially 
push forward existing digital developments in innovative and interesting ways, illuminates the 
transformation of Irish oral narratives over time and place, highlights their contribution to the national canon-
formation in Ireland, and affirms that digital repositories can solve and overcome some problems and 
challenges of celebrating the Irish content with respect to dissemination, accessibility, and usability as 
primary sources of scholarship. 

.Keywords: Canon, Ireland, the Digital Repository of Ireland, Oral Histories, Bilingual Metadata 

 
Nahed Mohammed Ahmed Meklash is lecturer of English literature. She obtained her MA in English 
Literature, Tanta University. She completed her Ph.D. in English Literature, Menoufia University, Egypt. 
Her theses focuses on black studies and theories, mainly representing Zora Neale Hurston’s black folk 
culture and highlighting the Africana womanist paradigm through selected novels. She was formerly a 
lecturer of English Literature, Faculty of Sciences and Arts, Bisha University, Saudi Arabia Kingdom from 
2005 to 2017. Recently, she is working as a lecturer of English Literature, Faculty of Education, and a 
member of Child University at Matrouh University. She presented a presentation in the symposium “Stories 
from Arab and /or African Perspectives: Language, Literature and Beyond” at the faculty of Education, 
Alexandria University. Recently, she attended and presented a paper at Cross-Cultural Communication 
Studies in Literature, Linguistics and Translation 23th-24th February 2020, British University. She is an 
editor of LLIDS Journal and of Educational Journal, Matrouh University. She presented a lecture 
“Respecting Elders as Patients and Members of the Community” at The General Hospital, Al-Namas 
Governorate, Saudi Arabia Kingdom. Her interests are Africana studies, intersectional feminism, 
ecocriticism, Irish literature and culture.  
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Yeats’s Rough Beast: A Thematic Study of W.B. Yeats’s The Second Coming 
 

Nancy Ihab Mekkawy  
The British University in Egypt, Egypt 

The break of the First World War and the Irish Civil war made Yeats realize that violence is necessary for 
the purgation of humanity. For him history repeats itself and for humans to reach stability and prosperity, 
they should not only pass through utter chaos and destruction, but they should also embrace them to reach 
salvation. His poem "The Second Coming" embodies his philosophy as a politician and a poet; which is 
highlighted by his firm belief that the East is coming back in full force to restore order to this world. His 
imaginative symbol of return, the Egyptian Sphinx, has become the ultimate savior of an ugly world. 
William Butler Yeats’s poem “The Second Coming” is a reflection of postcolonial poetry that embodies 
contempt and resistance for the British colonizer. It prophesizes the fall of the British powers by the 
magnificent Egyptian Sphinx which comes back to life to restore peace to the world which was torn apart 
by injustice. In his poem, Yeats portrays horrifying scenes of chaos, and desolation while the rise of the 
Egyptian Sphinx asserts the independence of the land of Egypt. This image symbolizes all colonised 
countries that will finally be granted another magnificent rebirth after the defeat of the oppressor. Yeats’s 
choice of the figure of the Sphinx implies his fascination with Egypt, this exotic land of inspiration. The fact 
that Egypt was colonized by the same oppressive colonizer of Ireland, which is the British Empire, might 
have added another reason for Yeats's choice. 

Keywords: W.B. Yeats, The Second Coming, Irish Poetry. 

 
Nancy Ihab Mekkawy is a Lecturer in the Department of English Language and Literature, Faculty of. Arts 
and Humanities at the British University in Egypt. She got her Masters Degree from Cairo University in 
2008, in Literature. Her thesis was under the title: The Figure of the Outsider in Selected Utopian and 
Dystopian Novels. Dr. Mekkawy obtained her PHD in 2019 from Ain Shams University in Poetry. The title 
of her Thesis was The Image of Egypt in 19th Century English Poetry. Her interests are novels and poetry.  
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Storied Matter: Material Ecocriticism in Selected Irish Poems 
 

Nora Khalil Hammad  
The British University in Egypt, Egypt 

As a theory, Ecocriticism accepted that humanity is actively committing ecocide, so studies the relationship 
between human and non-human objects. Moreover, New Materialism tackles the representation of power 
relations that molds our understanding of the natural, social and political world through different modes of 
production. Accordingly, Material Ecocriticism invites us to re-examine the traditional belief that story telling 
is exclusive to humans. Instead, it encourages readers to think of the possible ways in which other voices 
of the non-human agencies can be unearthed; for instance how stories of objects around us such as stones, 
books or even insects can be perceived. Primarily focusing on current environmental crisis such as 
pollution, over urbanization and extinction; material ecocriticism also examines other themes such as 
human trafficking, slavery and poverty. Nevertheless, the aim of material ecocriticism is simple. Besides 
questioning concepts creativity, agency and narrativity, its main concern is how our perception of nature is 
constantly shifted and transformed due to the effect of entangled relationships. The active and intense 
relations between human and non-human agencies are what material eco-critics call ‘storied matter’, in 
which matter is not only massively storied, but vigorously influential on human's life and human's stories as 
well. As a result, in Irish literature, material ecocriticism can be placed in the foreground to examine specific 
culturally oriented themes. Irish poets tend to represent themes like the disappearance of Ireland, 
melancholy, and most importantly the theme of landscape, by which poets resist the distortions of opposing 
narratives. Thence, themes tackled in Irish poetry only reflect deep cultural and historical background. In 
an attempt to approach material ecocriticism, three Irish poems are inspected. The poems are “Bogland” 
by Seamus Heaney, ‘Stormpetrel’ by Richard Murphy and ‘Mount Eagle” by John Montague. 

Keywords: Ecocriticism, New Materialism, Material Ecocriticism, Irish Poetry 
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has participated in teacher training events for more than 10 years. She is an MA student and her thesis is 
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Irish American Identity in the Plays of Eugene O’Neill in the Light of Globalization 

Olfa Gandouz and Bilel Labben 
University of Tunisia 

College of Sciences and Humanities al Kharej, Saudi Arabia 
 

Globalization can be defined as the process of intertwinement between different cultures and the economic, 
social and political interconnection between various countries. Multiculturalism is the main blessing of 
globalization as it opened new horizons for the citizens of the world to achieve their aspirations for progress, 
wealth and euphoria. American dominance and attempts at globalizing the contemporary small village have 
deceptively led to centralization and the dominance of American periphery and marginalization of ethnic 
groups. The Irish American group has faced many cultural barriers and Mother Ireland has been 
undermined in the land of chances. Accordingly, some Irish American playwrights deployed theater as a 
vehicle for staging Irish identity and for introducing the Irish cultural specificities. The negative effects of 
American attempts at creating a homogenous world and the Irish transformation from insularity to 
globalization and inclusion are predicted by Eugene O’Neill. The Irish American playwright foresees the 
Irish disillusionment with the American dream of ethnic inclusion. The Tyrones in Eugene One ill’s Long 
Days’ Journey into Night and in A Moon for the Misbegotten succeeded at the process of decentralization 
and at making the downtrodden voice of ‘Mother Ireland’ audible. They left the stage after creating a 
reconciliation between Irish and American selves and dismantling the barriers of centralization, 
marginalization and exclusion. Decentralization can be further developed through Eugene O’Neill’s 
Melodies who go through ethnic ambivalence and they participate in globalizing Irish politics, economy and 
society and giving the American audience new insights into Irish glory. 
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Olfa Gandouz is assistant professor at the University of Monastir, Tunisia. Currently she is assistant 
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degree from the Faculty of Arts and Human Sciences of Sousse, Tunisia on the topic of ‘Female Oscillation 
between Idealization and Debasement in Selected Plays of Eugene O’Neill and Tennessee Williams’. She 
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also an editor in Canadian, Romanian and Algerian journals.  
 
Bilel Labben is a PhD student at the University of Kairouan, Tunisia. He also teaches at the Omani Ministry 
of Education. Bilel earned an MA degree entitled "Tragic Stasis in Eugene O’Neill Long Day's Journey into 
Night" from the University of Literature and Humanities of Kairouan, Tunisia in 2021.His dissertation briefly 
examines narratives of trauma and disintegration in O'Neill's drama. His areas of interest include 
postmodern Drama, Literary and Culture Theory and the psychological mechanisms which drive modern 
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Aging and the Narrative of Decline in Irish Drama 

Rania Mohamed Rafik Abdel Fattah Khalil 
The British University in Egypt, Egypt 

 

Old people are othered in society, devalued, ridiculed and often ignored. This research presentation is 
intended to open a cross-boundary dialogue around aging and its depiction in Irish theatre creating a space 
for action and reaction from both audiences and performers. The analysis is not about old men and women 
but rather about the depiction of age and old age in theatre and drama. Age studies in Irish drama is 
understudied and there has been a long silence around it. Magnifying the silence around aging is the cultural 
oppression inflicted on the marginalised and hence the greater the silence. Age plays across multiple 
identity categories. However, it has recently come to interest researchers who understand that aging is a 
social construct rather than solely a biological one. Judith Butler’s Gender Trouble is a suitable framework 
to through which to inspect the critical constructions of age and identity. Alongside Butler, it is necessary to 
include dialogue from Foucault, Freud, Irigaray, Kristeva, Lacan, Riviere and Wittig. The analysis intends 
to create an environment that interrogates some of the constructions around division of aging of mind and 
body and age inflections as a result of social constructs. The research further examines old age as a 
narrative of decline instead of a process of becoming; consequently, the difficulty in retaining agency and 
humanity.  

Keywords: Aging, Narrative of Decline, Irish Drama, Theatre 
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international grant funds and has been recognised by the BUE for her research in March 2022 and February 
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Northern Ireland, Censorship and the Narrative of 'the Troubles' on the BBC World Service 
 

Robert Savage 
Boston College Irish Studies, USA 

 
The broadcast media proved a remarkably transformative force throughout the twentieth century. Beginning 
in the 1920s ‘wireless broadcasting’ quickly became a means of mass communication providing listeners 
access to an unprecedented volume of news, information and entertainment. Later in the century television 
emerged as a relentless cultural and political force, undermining a host of profoundly conservative 
institutions in both Ireland and Britain. This paper will consider how the BBC struggled to report on unrest 
in Northern Ireland. It will explore how London's effort to control the narrative of 'the troubles' was perceived 
by Britain's friends and enemies across the globe. Britain’s cold war enemies took particular delight in 
lambasting the BBC and the Thatcher government for using heavy-handed tactics to try and suppress news 
and information about the conflict. For instance Radio Havana’s international audience was told of 
repressive censorship imposed against valiant Irish freedom fighters and predicted the broadcasting ban 
would be futile, concluding ‘it suffices to say that since the 12th century when Anglo-Normans took over the 
richest areas of the region, the struggle of the people on Northern Ireland for their freedom never ceased’. 
Radio Havana rejected the accusation that the IRA were criminals or terrorists insisting the conflict ‘is a 
struggle for national liberation and the unification of Ireland. I will address how governments in Africa, 
including South Africa, Uganda and Nigeria reacted to the Thatcher Government's efforts to shape the 
narrative of the Northern Ireland 'Troubles'. I will argue that developing a comprehensive understanding of 
the broadcast media can enable a more complete understanding of Irish politics and culture and enhance 
the field of Irish Studies. 
 
Keywords: BBC, Irish Politics, Northern Ireland, Narratives of the Troubles 
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Does the Way We Talk about Entrepreneurship Have Gendered Consequences? 
 

Sally Jones 
GEN - MENAGEN, Manchester Metropolitan University, UK 

 
Entrepreneurship is often uncritically framed as a masculine phenomenon, built upon behaviours and 
abilities linked to leadership, competition and risk-taking. This has arguably influenced the language used 
to describe and explain entrepreneurial success in broader society, which can in turn inform 
entrepreneurship education and training. In this session, Dr. Jones will outline two research projects 
(conducted with Dr Jan Warhuus), on gendered language in university entrepreneurship education course 
descriptions, and how this may influence student course choices. 
 
Keywords: Entrepreneurship, Gender  
 
Sally Jones is Deputy Director of Decent Work and Productivity Research Centre, and Co-Lead of The 
Sylvia Pankhurst Gender and Diversity Knowledge Platform at Manchester Metropolitan University. Before 
becoming an academic, Dr. Sally Jones trained and supported women business owners, and she noticed 
they consistently rejected the label ‘entrepreneur’. This sparked her interest in how we talk about 
entrepreneurship and its gendered implications. Jones has taken this interest into her research on 
entrepreneurship education in higher education. She is interested in gender and entrepreneurship 
education in higher education, gender and class in the broader enterprise culture and the language used 
to promote entrepreneurship in various contexts, e.g., education, policy, the media. I do qualitative 
research, drawing on Bourdieu’s theory of practice. She also co-chairs the Gender and Enterprise Network 
- an ISBE Special Interest Group, which she co-founded in 2010 to promote scholarly research into the 
gendering of entrepreneurship. This is now an international network with over 800 members.  
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Does the Way We Talk about Entrepreneurship Have Gendered Consequences? 
 

Sara Hegazi 
Faculty of Arts, Alexandria University, Egypt 

 
Generation of writers in Northern Ireland like Darren Anderson, believe that the geographical and cultural 
location of Northern Ireland being on the periphery does not only define Northern Irish literature but it also 
empowers the new generations of Irish writers of fiction and nonfiction, giving them the space and the 
freedom to write their own stories and their perspectives of the world without being weighed down by 
ideological, political and historical burdens. They manage through their writing and creative abilities to turn 
the awkward position of their culturally liminal space, being on the edges, to a liberating space where they 
celebrate the multiple influences from Europe, the UK, and Ireland to create and present their own cultural 
reality and celebrate their plurality of identities. In his memoir, Inventory (2020), Darren Anderson tells the 
story of the city he grew up in, Derry in Northern Ireland, describing his childhood, hometown and family 
through objects and memories defining them. Anderson enjoys being a writer on the periphery and utilizes 
the sense of open space and wide perspective it gives him to speak freely about his own personal 
experience as well as the cultural and political backdrops that create them. New generations of writers like 
Anderson find the current moment in the literary Northern Irish scene a vibrant moment for literature for 
they are able to bring their own personal yet universal voices and express them through their writings of 
fiction and non-fiction, creating a liberating and an empowering shift in the literary landscape. They believe 
that are finally writing the books they wanted to read, having had the time to reflect, and express their own 
take on their national history and that of the world around them. The current Northern Irish literary field is 
driven by an eclectic range of writers who use different platforms to share their stories, and their versions 
of truths, ones that millions of readers around the world can relate to. 
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Transnationalism: Modern and Contemporary American Influence on Irish Poetry 

Sara Madany 
Menoufia University, Egypt 

Irish poets from Yeats and onward have produced a body of work that is both adept in formal craft and 
diverse in subject matter. They have grouped and multiplied with time, often sharing similar interests and 
occasionally going their separate ways. But they all seem to remain loyal, with varying degrees, to their 
Irish literary and cultural heritage as a means of preserving their identity. Yet, despite their common 
Irishness, the poets of Ireland, both north and south, have reacted and to a large degree nourished from 
the body of American poetry in the twentieth and early twenty first centuries; an eclectic influence that 
amounts undeniably to a central trend in modern and contemporary Irish poetry. This "transatlantic" 
influence on the part of American poets on their Irish counterparts is embedded in "Transnationalism" as a 
viable critical and cultural theory; a theory that investigates issues of self, identity, nation, nationality, 
borders, and border crossings. Identities, it is noted, are in constant movement, and are never completed. 
Reviewing recent critical writing on the subject of transnational / transatlantic poetics – particularly when 
focused on the impact of American poets on their Irish counterparts – seems to uncover both overlaps and 
points of divergence between works. Here, we are faced with the two questions that seem to overshadow 
most of the critical work carried out in this area. Is Irish-American writing a genre of literature? – For 
instance, does Irish poetry become Irish-American when it is significantly inflected by American themes? 
Or is it merely the case that we apply an Irish-American critical framework to better understand writing that 
is engendered by this hyphenated way of thinking about literature and culture? 
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Resuscitating the Self through Verse: Alternative Histories in the Poetry of Eavan Boland 
 

Somaya Abdul Wahhab 
Alexandria University, Egypt 

 

Since the dawn of civilisation human life has witnessed multifarious modes of resistance. As an arena for 
cultivating human experience, literature provides enriching representations of resisting acts. As a matter of 
fact, the emergence of postcolonial dialectics in the second half of the twentieth century has rendered 
resistance a prevalent literary theme. Owing to the turbulences that had always cast their shadow upon this 
magnificent country, Ireland has maintained a unique literary tradition replete with images of resistance. 
Certainly, poetry that has been a cornerstone to this tradition has its ample share of these images. The Irish 
canon had contributed a number of master poets such as W.B.Yeats, Seamus Heaney, and George William 
Russel, all of whom have used their poetic output as a vehicle for resistance against British hegemony. Yet, 
this rich poetic tradition did not secure a position for women poets. Irish women poets were not officially 
welcomed into the poetic arena until the second half of the nineteenth century. Their emergence; however, 
was shaped by their perception by their male contemporaries. Such a strict patriarchal society as the Irish 
would not have acknowledged their existence easily. Irish women poets then had led a double resistance. 
This dilemma is amply depicted in Eavan Boland's poetry. Born in 1944, Boland chronicles various aspects 
of post -independent Irish life. Her poetry tends to tackle women's lives and domestic affairs during times 
of unrest and turmoil as well as her attempts to establish herself as a woman poet. The proposed paper 
tends to investigate the techniques and imagery employed by Boland as a means of resisting both political 
hegemony and patriarchal domination. 
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“Disturbers of the Common Wealthe”: 

Representation of the Irish Woodkarne in John Derricke’s The Image of Ireland 
 

Yasmine Hussein 
Alexandria University, Egypt 

 
Despite the relatively humanised depiction of foreignness in Elizabethan literature, The Image of Ireland 
(1581) by John Derricke stands out in its sweeping generalisations, and disparagement of the Irish people 
in such a way that makes it closer to Victorian colonial literature than it is to the works of its time. Derricke, 
who was employed in the service of the Lord Deputy of Ireland, wrote the long poem as a portrait of the 
“dissolute life, and inordinate living” of the Irish Woodkarne, or Irish foot soldiers/mercenaries. The poem is 
illustrated by twelve woodcuts that depict the karne as barbaric animals, which Derricke uses to justify the 
brutal measures taken by successive Lords Deputy to quell Irish rebellions against English authority. The 
illustrations and marginalia, as well as the poem itself, extend the description to cover native Irish men and 
women in general, which gives the impression that Ireland has fallen behind in terms of civilised behaviour 
and social order. This paper will briefly cover the turbulent Anglo-Irish history and the different policies put 
in place by English deputies during the 16th century before expounding on the poem and the accompanying 
woodcuts. The aim is to show how Derricke’s approach differs from the often fleshed-out representations 
of foreigners in Elizabethan poetry and drama, and how the poem was published around the time when 
England was becoming a fledgling empire, giving but a taste of the unforgiving portrayals that characterise 
colonial British writing. 
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The West of Ireland: A Juxtaposition of Realism and Poetic 
 

Yue Chen  
Yonsei University, South Korea 

 
From the end of the nineteenth century to the early twentieth century, the national consciousness of Irish 
people was raised, resulting in the launch of the Irish Renaissance with the main achievement in the field 
of drama, which attracted worldwide attention. Driven by the anti-British colonialism movement, Irish 
Renaissance pioneers like Yeats and Synge called for Irish independence and the revival of Ireland’s Gaelic 
literary heritage. They hoped to rebuild the Irish national spirit and identity through the Gaelic culture. In the 
broad land of Ireland, the west part became a cultural mecca for many Renaissance writers because of its 
Gaelic culture and national identity. John Millington Synge, as an outstanding representative of the Irish 
Drama Movement, depicts a controversial scene in the west of Ireland. In this paper, by analyzing The 
Playboy of the Western World, I try to explore the characteristics of western Ireland and Irish national 
identity at that time. It is found out that. As both a romanticist and realist, Synge eulogizes the peasant hero 
and the simple rural idyllic life in the Irish Renaissance period with poetic language and romantic 
imagination. At the same time, he described the miserable life of the people at the bottom of society 
oppressed by the British colonialists with realistic writings. It can be said that Synge is the writer of the west, 
where fantasy and reality are juxtaposed. 
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Amal Mazhar is professor of Drama and Comparative Literature at the Department of English Language 
and Literature, Faculty of Arts ,Cairo University. Her MA is entitled “Form and Content in Sean O’Casey’s 
Dublin Trilogy”. Her Ph.D. is entitled “G.B. Shaw in Egypt: A Study of Reception and Influence”. Her main 
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Arabic into English : Ahmed Etman’s  Cleopatra Worships Peace and Mahmoud Diab’s Gate 
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Persian, and Archelogy at the same university (2017 – 2020). He is board member of twelve national and 
international academic journals, and external reviewer at the National Authority for Quality Assurance and 
Accreditation (NAQAAE) He is recipient of three Fulbright teaching and research grants, and co-founder of 
the Humanities Circle at the Fulbright Commission in Egypt. He has published extensively on Scottish, Irish, 
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From Theory to Practice (Cairo: Egyptian General Book Authority, 2021). 
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Georgia State University. She was head of the department of English at the Faculty of Al-Alsun, Ain Shams 
University (2012-2019), director of the English Program at Zewail University for Science and Technology 
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in Cognitive Psychology. He further obtained his M.A. in Linguistics, and Ph.D. in Psycholinguistics at the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst. He has published in Arabic and English speaking, peer-reviewed 
journals and presented his work at local and international conferences. He was a visiting scholar at the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst (2013/2014) and an Alexander von Humboldt Fellow at the Ludwig 
Maximillian University in Munich, Germany (2016-2018). As the head of Psychology Department at the BUE 
(2018-2020), he established the Psychological Service Centre. His research interests include 
psycholinguistics, intelligence, and cognitive science. In 2011, Prof Taha received the Egyptian State Early 
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National Defence Council, the State Information Service (SIS), the Academy of Scientific Research and 
Technology, USAID-funded project at the Regional Adult Education Centre, CAPSCU, and the ILO. She is 
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48 

                              
  

 

 

 
Mohamad Saad is a professor of organisational studies with a demonstrated history of working in the 
training, consultancies, and the higher education industry. He is skilled in strategic management, planning, 
negotiation, budgeting, analytical skills, team building, and organizational research. He has strong 
education professional background with a Ph.D. degree in organizational behaviour from Portland State 
University and Cairo University. He also has an MBA focused in management technology from New Jersey 
Institute of Technology and a Master of Science in Applied Statistics and Econometrics. He is the Head of 
Psychology Department, Faculty of Arts and Humanities at the BUE. He also worked as a senior consultant 
and the research and development manager in Arab Consultant for Engineering and Management, Cairo, 
Egypt. In addition, he is a consultant for several international and national organisations (e.g., UNDP, 
UNDC, UNHCR, British Council, TVET, HCCA, SOFERCO). He is also an editorial board member and a 
reviewer for several international journal including Journal of Management Development, 
International Journal of Managerial Studies and Research, Journal of Research in Business, Economics 
and Management). Professor Saad’s research focuses on work values, workplace violence, workplace 
stigma, workplace harassment and discrimination, quality of work life, leadership styles, decision making 
skills, crisis management, conflict resolution, personality traits, and gender and cultural issues. 
 
 
Noha Faisal Abdelmotagally is professor of English Language and Literature in the Faculty of Al-Alsun 
(Languages), Ain Shams University. She is also the Dean of Almadina Higher Institute for International 
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teaching areas are Research Methodology, Contemporary Prose, Nineteenth Century Literature, Modernist 
Literature and Life Narratives at both under and postgraduate levels. Her research and publication interests 
include comparative and interdisciplinary studies, feminism, ecology, sociology, and psychology. She has 
published articles on writing by women of African-American, American, Arab, Arab-American, British, 
Canadian, and Latin origin. She is the author of numerous articles and several book chapters in English 
and Arabic.  
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and Humanities, the British University in Egypt (BUE). Dr. Shukry’s main research interests are literature, 
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two MA degrees: one in English Literature from Al-Azhar University and the other in TEFL from the AUC. 

In addition, Dr. Othman has registered for another Ph.D. in Comaprative Poetics. Dr. Othman’s research 
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Education Academy (FHEA) in the UK. Her experiences covered many areas in teachings, such as HRM, 
leadership, and research methods in universities in the UK and Egypt. Dr Shaaban has experience in higher 
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women's empowerment projects. Her experience is mainly in the UK and the MENA region. She has led or 
managed many projects in a wide variety of thematic areas in the UK and MENA region. Dr Shaaban has 
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also participated in and led many final and midterm project evaluations with DFID, British Council, UNDP, 
Unicef, Care International, and other international donors.  
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