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International Students – Data Accuracy
Focusing on the current Academic year 2019-2020, this annual report is looking at the International students
currently registered at BUE across all 10 Faculties, in terms of their numbers, distribution among the different
disciplines, and Programmes. The report illustrates these numbers on the University, Faculty and
Programme/Department Levels. All the data used in this report, has been provided by the Q&V team, to
whom I am very grateful for their professional support in getting me the information promptly, inspiring
dedication, hard work and cooperation.
The Q&V data is accurate because the numbers of students they show, are the students who not only are
registered within faculties but also with grades in modules and respective transcripts, while the data from
sources may includes names of students who did register and perhaps even paid their tuition fees, however
some of them either withdrew during the academic year or suspended their studies. This is obviously the
case, for example, in the total number of international students reported last academic year 2018-2019 to
be 310 students, when the more accurate number is actually 295 students as reported by the Q&V team.
This has generated a small margin of error in the representation of last year’s report (2018-2019) that could
be ignored but had to be pointed out; where the percentage of the International students relative to the
total student community was inaccurately represented as 3.0%, when in reality it was 2.9%.

Data Source: The Q&V Team
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Distribution of Intl. Students on the Faculty Level
The Faculty of Engineering has the largest number of students, followed by the Faculty of BAEPS with a
slightly less student population as shown in the below graph. Nevertheless, the Faculty of Dentistry attracts
the largest number of international students with almost 35% of the total number of International students
on BUE Campus.

Data Source: The Q&V Team
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Distribution of Intl. Students on the Faculty Level

Data Source: The Q&V Team

The above graph shows a combination between the distribution of all students (local + International) among
the 10 Faculties and the distribution of International students among the 10 Faculties for the current
academic year 2019-2020, which is mirrored in the same distribution during last academic year 2018-2019
as shown in the graph below, with the exception of the Faculties of Pharmacy, ICS and Arts & Humanities
moving up 1 spot in the ladder.
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Which High School Certificate do our Faculties
attract in their recruitment of Intl. Students?

Data Source: The Q&V Team

The Faculty of Law is the only validated Degree, which did not attract any international students in the last
student intake of September 2019; this is understandable because of the nature of the Programme focusing
on the Egyptian Context. As shown in the graph above, the remaining 7 validated Faculties attracted a total
of 51 International students with the Faculty of BAEPS in the lead with 43% (22 Students) registered within
its 3 departments.

Data Source: The Q&V Team

The Fact that both the Faculties of Dentistry and Pharmacy only offer Egyptian degrees does not affect their
recruitment of international students in comparison to the other 8 Faculties offering an Egyptian Degree and
a British one. Combined, both Faculty have attracted 42 International Students in the last intake of
September 2019, with Dentistry in the lead with 29 Intl. students currently in its Year one: remaining the
Faculty attracting the largest number of intl. students overall count and in the last intake of September 2019.
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Distribution of Intl. Students on the Faculty Level
Intl. Students in the previous intakes
The body of Intl. students with the population of 329 for the current academic year 2019-2020 is distributed
among the different academic years as shown in the graph below. Considering that only the validated
Programmes start with a Prep Year, the September 2019 intake is represented below by the 51 (16%) which
include the intake of the validated programmes, in addition to the 42 students within the Dentistry and
Pharmacy DY1 (no Prep Year for these two Faculties) which were explained in the previous section.
The Total intake of new International students in September 2019 was 93 students.

Data Source: The Q&V Team

Data Source: The Q&V Team
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Distribution of Intl. Students
on the Programme Level

Data Source: The Q&V Team
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Academic Year 2019-2020
3.1% of BUE Student Population come from 47 Different Nationalities:
329 Intl. Students
Middle East & Africa: 26 Countries – 254 Students
(77.2% of the total # of Intl. Students)

Going Forward
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The Internationalisation Office (IO) should be able to withdraw data directly from the SRS or Student
data system with direct access. This is vital to the success of the IO to study and analyse the data; to
draw observations, which should normally feed, into the strategic and operational plans and targets.
The analysis would highlight the shortcomings and clarifies where the focus in the recruitment of
international students should be. This access to information should not be considered a privilege, but
essential to the development of the IO in terms of scope and team size.



All references of International Students data should be taken from the Internationalisation Office after
having access to the SRS system. This should lift a burden off the shoulders of the Q&V Team. This
would be the most accurate reference to such statistics since these numbers could be cross-referenced
to or matched with actual transcripts and grades.



If we look at the current 329 International students as the total overall body of the intl. students
community; it includes 104 students (almost a third of its population) coming into BUE with
Thanaweya Amma certificate, which means they are residents of Egypt. They are international students
who are living with their families in Egypt and possibly have been living in the country for whatever
reason prior to joining BUE and therefore, their recruitment is not the result of any international
recruitment activities, which BUE has participated at, but they have been recruited locally and just
happen to have a different nationality.



The only student recruitment event which BUE participates in every year, and has been a regular
participant in for the past 14 years is the Abu Dhabi event which takes place around OctoberNovember, there is no clear evidence when looking at the data that participating in that event has any
valuable impact on the recruitment of intl. students. However, the IO will be setting a yearly calendar
of similar events in different parts of the world synchronized with the overall BUE recruitment strategy
and to reflect the focus advised by the Board of Trustees in their yearly events.



The distribution of the intl. students among the 10 Faculties in the last intake of September 2019 show
that the 2 Faculties offering only an Egyptian degree (Dentistry and Pharmacy) are attracting the
majority (almost 55%) of the intl. students. This could mean several possibilities; first, we are not
utilizing the UK Validation to its full potential in the recruitment strategy. Second, it also implies that
we need to have a separate marketing plan, strategy and budget for the recruitment of intl. students
abroad. Thirdly, it means we need to work with the validating partners on how to make best use of
their international reputation and presence.



The current population of international students represents 3.1% of our overall student community;
this percentage needs to increase to at least 6% in the coming 4 to 5 years to be truly representative of
the potential BUE has to offer to the international markets. No specific efforts have been exerted by
any team to be able to associate that small population to the recruitment activities.



Next year’s report will investigate the composition of the international students’ body in each faculty
and will identify the marketing plans for increasing the numbers of international students for each
Faculty, respectively.

