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A. Welcome to the Department’s Staff

We would like to welcome you to the 
Department of Sustainable Architecture  
Engineering at the British University in 
Egypt, and we hope you will make the 
right choice in selecting your major in 
the faculty of environmental energy 
engineering. 

The department's vision is to gain and 
sustain international recognition for 
being one of the leading schools of 
environmentally-sustainable 
architecture with an edge in applying 
digital technology in environmental 
design and renewable energy. The 
department incorporates the UN SDGs 
into learning and teaching as the 
inclusion of sustainability, facing new 
challenges like the rapidly approaching 
climate crisis and its consequential 
extreme weather patterns on the built 
environment. 

The mission of the department is to 
create a new generation of engineers 
and designers who are not only 
environmentally aware but also able to 
quantify the environmental and energy 
impact of their designs to achieve 
sustainability. New forms of critical 
thinking and student-centered learning 
are stressed through our studio-based 
interdisciplinary curriculum, and our 
integration of theory and practice. 

The department comprises of 2 lecturers, 
and 5 lecturers part-time. Support staff 
includes 2 teaching assistants and 2 
assistant lecturers, 2 laboratory 
assistants, a Lab engineer, and an admin. 
The department has 2 laboratories for 
academic experiments related 
To modules project work and research, 
one of them is a VR lab. We all work 
together collaboratively intending to 
achieve excellence in teaching, research, 
and experience. 

The Sustainable Architecture  Engineering 
handbook is designed to provide a clearer 
image of the department and Sustainable 
Architecture  Engineering as a major. You 
will be guided through each section with 
useful information to keep in mind while 
completing your degree.

We Hope that you will use this handbook 
as a guide through your four years in The 
department. We have designed the 
handbook with certain information that 
most of our students find useful. The 
handbook will help in: Familiarizing you 
with the department structure, its staff, 
and its programs. Guiding you through the 
modules you need to pass in order to 
achieve your degree. Providing you with 
knowledge in certain areas that will guide 
you throughout the course. 
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B. Why Choose the Program?

Choosing the Sustainable Building 
Design program is more than just a 
step toward a career, it's a 
commitment to shaping the future of 
our built environment in a way that is 
responsible, efficient, and forward-
thinking. In a world increasingly 
affected by climate change, resource 
depletion, and urban expansion, there 
has never been a greater need for 
experts who can design buildings and 
communities that are both functional 
and sustainable.
Here are some key reasons why this 
program is a valuable choice:

1. Addressing Global Challenges:
The demand for sustainable solutions 
in architecture and construction is 
growing rapidly. With rising global 
concerns over energy consumption, 
carbon emissions, and resource 
scarcity, the building industry is at the 
forefront of both the problem and the 
solution. Through the Sustainable 
Building Design program, you will learn 
to create designs that minimize 
environmental impact, use energy 
more efficiently, and create healthier 
living environments for communities.

2. Hands-On Learning and 
Innovation:
Sustainability isn't just a theory, it's a 
practice. In this program, you will 
participate in hands-on design

projects, collaborate with industry 
professionals and use cutting-edge tools like 
Building Information Modeling (BIM) and 
energy simulation software. By working on 
real-life case studies and sustainable design 
challenges, you’ll be well-prepared to bring 
innovative solutions to the world of 
sustainable architecture and construction.

3. A Growing Career Market:
Sustainable design is not just a trend, it's the 
future of the building industry. Governments, 
corporations, and communities are 
increasingly prioritizing sustainability, driving 
demand for professionals skilled in 
sustainable building techniques. Graduates 
of this program are well-positioned for 
careers in architecture firms, engineering 
consultancies, green building certification 
organizations, design development agencies, 
and more.
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Sustainable Architecture Engineering 
curriculum and Programme structure 
allows you to learn the following topics 
and skills: 
• Environmental-Sustainable 

Architectural Design 
• Sustainable tectonics
• Eco design 
• Interior Design 
• BIM
• Landscape Architecture
• Computer Applications in Sustainable 

Architecture 
•  Building Construction and Working 

Drawings
• Environmental Design and Control  

Construction Project.
•  Management  Civil Engineering Based 

Modules.
•  Graduation project to instill different 

career skills.
•  Encourages both independence and 

teamwork.
• Flexibility and the ability to apply their 

subject knowledge to other fields.

Among several fields in which our 
Sustainable Architectural Engineering 
graduate may work, this is a list of common 
ones:

• Environmental Sustainable Architectural 
Design

•  Interior Design
•  Landscape Architecture
•  BIM building information modeling 
• VR virtual reality 
• Graphic Designer 
• Construction Project Management

What you can learn 

Where you may work when 

you graduate 
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C. Module Contents

In this program, emphasis is placed on the 
fundamentals of sustainable  
Architectural engineering principles and 
techniques along with computer-aided 
programs and engineering aspects.

 Students will learn the basic 
environmental-sustainable Architectural 
design engineering and theoretical 
concepts through a series of mandatory 
modules and a set of optional modules in 
several areas of specialization. 

This includes sustainable Architectural 
Design, History of Architecture, Theory of 
Architecture, Building Construction, 
Building services and working drawings. 
Each module in the program has a level. 
Levels at the BUE reflect the standards 
adopted by the UK’s Higher Education 
Qualifications Framework (HEQF).

The following listing provides a summary 
of the modules covered in each degree 
year of the program, including information 
on the module's corresponding credit 
weight, prerequisites, semester taught in, 
related keywords, and a brief description 
of topics covered. 
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C. Module Contents
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D. Grading Systems

The British University in Egypt (BUE) uses a 

grading system that combines both Egyptian and UK 

standards. Here are some key points:

1.Grade Point Average (GPA): 

BUE uses a GPA system to evaluate students' 

academic performance. The GPA is calculated on a 

4.0 scale, similar to many other universities.

2.Course Assessment: 

Students are evaluated based on a combination of 

attendance, participation, projects, tests, midterm 

exams, and final exams. Typically, the final grade is 

a weighted average of these components.

3.Letter Grades: 

The percentage marks for each course are converted 

into letter grades, which then correspond to grade 

points. For example:

1. A: Excellent

2. B: Very Good

3. C: Good

4. D: Pass

5. F: Fail.

4.Dual Degrees: 

Students who complete programs validated by UK 

partner universities receive two degrees, one from 

BUE and one from the UK institution. This means 

they get two sets of award classifications and 

transcripts.

Sustainable Building Design Program  
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A category :

B category :

C category :

D category :

F category :
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E. Summer training internships & Field Trips

At our department, we believe that 
real-world experience is essential to 
complement the academic knowledge 
gained in the classroom. Our Summer 
Training Internships and Field Trips 
offer students the chance to apply 
their learning, gain hands-on 
experience, and build valuable 
professional skills in their respective 
fields. These experiences are 
designed to help students bridge the 
gap between theory and practice 
while giving them a competitive edge 
in the job market.

Each student in this programme must 
complete training, office & site training 
in the summer of year 2 and year 3 as 
a pass or fail requirement for 
graduation. 

The office placement internship, for all 
students, requires the attendance of a 
a whole month working on technical 
drawings including design drawings , 
modelling or shop and working 
drawings. The site placement 
internship, for all students, requires 
the attendance of a a whole month 
working on site and learning about 
construction methods in real life and 
gathering information about different 
materials and their properties. This 
supports the development and 
recognition of career management

skills through work placements and 
work experience. This training can be at 
architectural firms or architectural 
workshops offered by the department 
during the summer period.

Summer school in Rome
Spending a summer studying in Rome is 
a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
blend academic learning with cultural 
exploration in one of the most historic 
and vibrant cities in the world. 

The lectures on parametric design 
simulation, generative forms as well as 
kinetic responsive design, analyzing and 
digital fabrication prototyping, are 
integrated together in 2 main parallel 
modules. Students from the beginning 
of the school were divided into groups 
to compete on a case project 
increasing their ability to define project 
parameters, design factors, solving 
problems, understanding factors 
relationships, involving environmental 
and human sensors, 
and optimizing their projects solutions 
in a smart and intelligence way.
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F. Departemantal Policies

The University monitors student attendance in 
accordance with the procedures below, to 
ensure that it fulfils its obligations and provides 
appropriate support to students. 
•  All students are expected to attend and 

participate in all teaching and learning 
sessions to benefit fully from their BUE 
education.

•   Students should contact the relevant 
Teaching Assistant and then Module Leader 
if they have any concerns about 
understanding the requirements and/ or 
content of a particular module.

•   Students should contact either their 
Personal Advisor or the Head of Department 
and/or the Programme Director if they wish 
to seek advice regarding their studies.

•   Module outlines on e‐learning shall specify 
the core teaching sessions for modules for 
which student attendance shall be recorded 
and indicate that nonattendance shall be 
reported in accordance with paragraph.

•  Core teaching sessions shall be determined 
by Module Leaders in consultation with 
Heads of Department. For most modules, 
the core sessions will be tutorials and/or 
laboratory/practical classes. Lectures will 
be specified as core sessions for some 
modules.

•   Once a student has missed three core 
teaching sessions specified for a particular 
module, Module Leaders shall arrange for a 
Student Absence flag to be inserted in a

Students’ Attendance Policy 

student’s record on the Student 
Records System (SRS). This 
shall lead to the automatic 
generation of letters to 
students, copied to their 
parents (and to the Personal 
Advisors of Preparatory Year 
students), informing students 
that they are deemed “At Risk” 
of failing the modules 
concerned due to their poor 
attendance.

• If students “At Risk” 
continue not to attend and 
miss a further three core 
teaching sessions as 
specified for a particular 
module (two core sessions 
in the case of English 
modules), Module Leaders 
shall arrange for a second 
flag to be inserted on the 
SRS. This shall lead to the 
automatic generation of 
second letters to students, 
copied to their parents (and 
to the Personal Advisors of 
Preparatory Year students), 
informing students that 
they are deemed “At 
Significant Risk” of failing 
the modules concerned

Sustainable Building Design Program  
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• due to their continued poor 
attendance. o Students who have a 
genuine reason for their absence 
should use the Student Absence 
Procedures (as specified in the 
Student Handbook) to avoid the 
possibility of receiving “At Risk” 
letters. Penalties for non‐ attendance. 

• Students who do not fulfil the 
attendance requirements for a 
module shall receive letters which 
highlight the obligations of students 
regarding their studies and confirm 
the following: 

•  That, if students fail modules, they 
have only a limited number of 
attempts to pass modules, as 
specified in the General Academic 
Regulations (GAR), if they are to meet 
the GAR requirements for award of a 
UK Degree.

•   That students may be prevented 
from re‐sitting modules during the 
Summer Assessment Period, 
depending on the number of credits 
failed, as specified unfair advantage 
to any student.

That students who wish to remain on the 
UK degree will be required to repeat their 
studies in the following academic year 
rather than progress, if they do not pass 
all their modules in a given programme 
year, provided that they have not 
exhausted their limited number of 
attempts in a given module:

•  That students who have exhausted 
their limited number of attempts in 
each module will be dismissed from 
the UK degree, in accordance with the 
GAR; attendance requirements that 
are consistent with the level and 
nature of study and with the 
requirements of dissertations. 

•  Those students will be dismissed 
from the BUE if they do not satisfy the 
regulations for the EG‐only Degree. 
That students who do not satisfy 
English module attendance 
requirements will be prevented from 
taking the unseen examination/final 
paper for the English modules 
concerned, subject to approval of the 
Faculty Council, and that they may be 
ineligible to re‐sit English modules 
during the Summer Assessment 
Period, as specified in the GAR. 

•  That student interim transcript will 
indicate “At Risk” flags for the 
module(s) concerned. 
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Academic Misconduct 

It is academic misconduct for any student in the 
course of any assessment to engage in one or 
more of the following activities: 
•  Failing to comply with the Rules for the 

Conduct of Students in Assessments. 
• Failing to comply with the Rules for the 

Conduct of Students in Examination Halls.
•   Assisting another student to gain an 

advantage by unfair means, or receiving such 
assistance, for example by collusion, by 
impersonation or the passing off of one 
individual's work as another's. This includes 
undeclared failure to contribute to group 
coursework assignments.

•  Misleading the examiners by the fabrication or 
falsification of data. 

•  Plagiarism, which is defined by the University 
as ‘submitting work as the student's own of 
which the student is not the author’. This 
includes failure to acknowledge clearly and 
explicitly the ideas, words or work of another 
person whether these are published or 
unpublished. 

•  Engaging in other activity likely to give an 
Major Offences shall be considered by the 
Faculty Academic Misconduct Committee of 
the student’s home Faculty. 

•  A student shall certify, when submitting work 
for assessment, that the work is his/her own. 
unfair advantage to any student. 

•  Students are referred to the Coursework 
Submission Statement of (SP) An offence of 
academic misconduct will be defined as minor 
or major depending on its seriousness. Minor 
Offences shall be considered by the Head of 
Department of the Faculty of the student (the

• relevant Head of Department). 
Major Offences shall be 
considered by the Faculty 
Academic Misconduct 
Committee. 

•  Any decision made in 
accordance with the 
regulations on academic 
misconduct shall not be 
overturned subsequently by a 
Programme Examination 
Board under any 
circumstances. 

• An incident shall be deemed to 
be a Minor Offence of 
academic misconduct if it 
relates to work for assessment 
not undertaken in an 
Examination Hall, and if the 
nature of the incident together 
with the circumstances of the 
student make appropriate a 
relatively limited penalty. 

•  Except for the Preparatory 
Year, a student suspected of 
committing a Minor Offence 
will automatically be referred 
for action under the Major 
Offence procedure if s/he has 
previously been found guilty of 
any offence of academic 
misconduct. In the case of a 
Preparatory Year student, 
referral for action under the 
Major Offence procedure will
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• be applied only exceptionally at the 
discretion of the relevant Dean.  

• The relevant Head of Department is 
empowered to consider charges of Minor 
Offences against students and to levy 
penalties. 

• An incident shall normally be deemed to 
be a Major Offence of academic 
misconduct if it relates to an assessment 
undertaken in an Examination Hall, or to 
other assessed work where the nature of 
the incident together with the 
circumstances of the student make 
appropriate a substantial penalty. Except 
for the Preparatory Year, if a student has 
been found guilty of a previous offence of 
academic misconduct, the case shall be 
designated a Major Offence. In the case of 
a Preparatory Year student referral for 
action under the Major Offences 
procedure will be applied only 
exceptionally at the discretion of the 
relevant Dean. 

• The Committee shall be appointed by the 
Dean on an anabasis with the following 
constitution: 

•  Three academic faculty members, 
including Dean, shall act as Chair. 

•  One member of the BUE Students’ Union 
(SU) Board nominated by SU 

•  Where requested, one member of any 
validating institute, except at P level. 

•  The Registrar has the right to attend the 
Committee. 

•  Offences committed in the 
Preparatory Year are cumulative (i.e., 
an offence in Semester One will affect 
the consideration of a further offence 
during the year – see 14.6) but do not 
carry into Degree Year 1. In Degree 
Year 1 and all other year’s offences are 
cumulative. 

•  A case which appears to academic 
staff to suggest that a student has 
committed an act of academic 
misconduct shall be reported 
immediately to the Dean, through the 
Head of Department with a 
recommendation of whether it 
constitutes a minor or major offence. 
The Dean shall consider whether there 
is a prima facie case to answer. Where 
the Dean considers the incident to 
constitute a Major Offence, s/ he shall 
consult the Registrar. If it is considered 
the case is a Major Offence, the Dean 
shall refer the matter to the Faculty 
Academic Misconduct Committee. If it 
is considered the case is a Minor 
Offence, the Dean shall refer the 
matter to the relevant Head of 
Department. 

•  The relevant Head of Department 
shall decide whether any action shall 
be taken under the procedures for 
Minor Offences. 

•  Where the Registrar has been 
consulted, s/he shall advise the 
relevant Dean to refer the case for 
action under the Major Offences 
procedure. 
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• Students shall be notified in writing 
of alleged Minor Offences by the 
relevant Head of Department/Dean. 
Students shall be invited to admit or 
deny the allegation, Head of 
Department/Dean. Students shall 
be invited to admit or deny the 
allegation, have the right to see the 
evidence against them and to 
defend themselves in writing and/or 
in person, and may be accompanied 
by an individual of their own 
choosing. Any written defence or 
request to be heard in person, 
including the name and status of 
any accompanying individual, must 
be received by the relevant Head of 
Department within five working days 
of the notification of the alleged 
misconduct. 

•  Having considered the evidence 
and the defence, if any, the relevant 
Head of Department shall decide 
whether the student is guilty of the 
offence. The student (and Q&V) 
shall be notified in writing of the 
relevant Head of Department’s 
decision and of the penalty, if one is 
to be applied, within ten working 
days of the student being notified of 
the allegation. 

• A student shall be permitted to 
apply to change his/her 
programme of study or 
programme specialism: 

•  within two weeks from the start 
of the first registration for the 
programme or specialism, if 
approved the student will 
continue on the new programme.

•  prior to the start of the next 
academic year, if approved the 
change will be implemented at the 
start of the next academic year.

Internal Transfers 

• Students may suspend their 
studies for the following 
reasons: 

•  Medical conditions approved by 
the BUE Clinic. o Absence or 
forced travel as approved by the 
Dean and Faculty Council. 

•  Military conscription. 
•  Re-enrolment students must 

meet the admissions conditions. 
•  Re-enrolling students will be 

granted exemption from relevant 
completed modules if they have 
achieved a pass grade. 

Suspension of Study & Re-

enrolment 
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• Students are required to pass a total of 600 
credit points, which are equivalent to at least 
180 credit hours, to be awarded the degree, 
including the submission of an individual 
research project and a group design project. 
Students are required to pass two industrial 
placements, one month each during the 
duration of study. 

• Students are required to submit two 
graduation projects as follows: 

•  Individual Research Project.
•   Individual Design project.
•   Both projects run for the whole final year and 

are not necessarily interrelated.
•   Students should pass at least 460 credit 

points (138 credit hours) to be eligible for 
registering in their graduation projects. 

•  Students should pass at least 20 credit points 
(6 credit hours) in the area of the selected 
graduation projects to be eligible to register for 
their project of choice. 

•  If a student fails a course s/he has another 
opportunity to attempt the course in the 
summer assessment period. 

•  Students can progress to the following study 
year with up to 20 trailed credit points (6 credit 
hours).  Students registered for the UK / 
Egyptian dual award have four attempts to

Degree Requirements 

Graduation Projects 

Failure and Number of Attempts 

• pass any course, a maximum 
of two years to pass any 
study year and students who 
fail to pass any study year 
after two years will be 
dismissed from the UK 
degree track. 

•  All students are allocated a 
Personal Advisor. 

•  The Personal Advisor shall 
review the following issues 
with their tutees: 

• Attendance & Punctuality 
•  Address any concerns with 

students & find appropriate 
solutions. 

•  Ensure students understand 
programme & University 
assessment requirements. 

• Review progress & identify 
any measures that need to 
be put in place to address 
underperformance. o Check 
that students have 
appropriate exam revision 
techniques Study Skills. o 
Ensure students understand 
the requirement for 
independent study & student 
effort. 

Academic Advisor 

(Personal Advisor) 
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Student Support (Distinguished, At-Risk and Disabled students) 

Distinguished Students: 
•  The faculty initiated a method of 

recognition for excelling students which 
is the Dean’s List. This list is a 
welldefined tool, internationally, for 
recognizing top students. The list was 
created and published to all students 
through the email with details about its 
definition, function, and benefits. The 
list is also posted on the 
announcement board in the main 
classroom building of the Faculty of 
Engineering. 

•  Students on the Dean’s List are 
awarded & recognized in the “Annual 
Engineering Recognition & Awards 
Day”. To be included on this list, 
students should satisfy the following: 

• 1. Achieve a minimum of 80% UK Scale 
for the whole year for Prep, YR 1, YR 2 
and YR 3 students. 

• 2. Achieve a minimum of 90% EGY 
Scale for the whole year for YR 4 & 
graduating students.  

• It is worth noting that being on the 
Dean’s list will provide students with 
the following: 

• 1. A certificate of recognition awarded 
in a special celebration day during the 
Engineering Recognition & Awards 
Event. 

• 2. Eligibility for funding opportunities, if 
available, to student activities. 

• 3. Nomination for international training 
opportunities, if available. 

At-Risk Students :
• Weak students are those who are 

exhibiting one or more of the following: 
• 1. Consistent trend of absences. 
• 2. Declining performance as indicated 

by transcript. 
• 3. Consistent large number of failed 

modules in each semester. 
• 4. Low % pass at first attempt (in terms 

of modules) 
• 5. Barely passing overall average. 

•  The faculty provides support 
mechanisms when needed, which is 
summarized as follows: 

• 1. Personal tutors to monitor all their 
tutees, on a semester basis, and 
identify those who are exhibiting one or 
more of the above defined indicators.

•  2. A careful review of the student’s 
performance is then conducted using 
his/her transcript to identify trends. 

• 3. The analysis shall result in identifying 
the status of the student as one of the 
following:

•  Temporary at-risk.
•  At-risk student. 
• Thread dependant weakness. 
• Weak student. 
• 4. Student to be called for a meeting 

with personal tutor to discuss his/her 
performance and potential actions 
which shall feed into the next step.
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•  5. Personal tutor to design a programme, 
with clear and specific outcomes and 
timeline, to support the student, based on 
his/her status and in collaboration with 
relevant module leaders. 

• 6. Proposed support programmes are 
presented and discussed in a departmental 
meeting. 

• 7. Proposed support programmes are 
presented and discussed in a departmental 
meeting. 

• 8. Head of department shall monitor the 
implementation of such programmes via 
reports from individual personal tutors.

•  9. Remedial actions to be proposed and 
implemented to adjust the proposed 
programme, if required, because of the 
continuous monitoring. 

• 10. A summary of identified cases 
proposed actions and relevant success 
indicators are compiled. 

• Disabled Students The faculty 
provides facilities to support 
disable students.
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Quick student’s Guide 
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G. Useful Bits and Pieces

Academic staff (Full Time )

Prof.  Passaint Massound
Head of Department of Sustainable 

Architecture Engineering  
                 passaint.massoud@bue.edu.eg

Dr. Rasha Said
 Program Director of Sustainable 

Building Design  
            Rasha.said@bue.edu.eg

Dr.Randa Samir Swaiha
Assistant Lecturer, English Programme 
Coordinator & Professional Programme 

Coordinator
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G. Useful Bits and Pieces

Academic staff ( Part Time)

Dr. Ali Farag
Global Advisor: Geomechanics

Halliburton – Geoscience and Production

Dr. Soha Elgohary
 Cairo university faculty of engineering 

Dr.Nihal el sabbagh 

 Cairo university faculty of 

engineering 

Dr.Nouran El-Baz
BIM Building Information 

Management

Sustainable Building Design Program  
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G. Useful Bits and Pieces

Academic staff ( Teaching Assistants )

Eng. Sherouk Hamdy Seif
Assistant Lecturer

sherouk.hamdy@bue.edu.eg

Eng. Ahmed Selim
Teaching Assistant

                       Ahmed. Selim@bue.edu.eg

Eng. Mariam Farouk
Teaching Assistant

                  Mariam.farouk@bue.edu.eg

Eng. Dina Rushdy
Assistant Lecturer

                       dina.rushdy@bue.edu.eg
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G. Useful Bits and Pieces

Resources and facilities 

Laboratories and Workshops
•  Cad Lab 
• VR Lab 
• Workshop 
• Lecture Halls 
• Classrooms
• Studios
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G. Useful Bits and Pieces

Resources and facilities 

Library resources and databases 
• Scopus 
• Science Direct 
• Springer 
• Ernst & Peter Neufert – Architects Data 
• AIA Guidelines 
• Egyptian Building Codes
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My Notes :
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